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King of kings

By KaArL D. CokE, PH. D.

Themost common phraseheardin Jewish prayers
iSTWT T7om wToN s 702 (Baruch atta Adonai
Elohainu melech ha'olam) which is "Blessed art
Thou, O Lorp our God, King of the universe” in
English. It prefaces all of their B'Rachot (Bless-
ings)-Birchot nehenin; Birchot he'mitzvot; and,
Birchot hoda'ah (joyful experiences, performing a
mitzvah; and, petition, praise or thanksgiving).

According to Blu Greenberg in her book, Howto
Run a Traditional Jewish Household, page 143,
"Theseparticular blessingsareamong themost beau-
tiful features of Judaism. What they imply is that
we take absolutely nothing for granted.”

Lisa Aiken said in her book, To Be a Jewish
Wbman, page 83, "Lehitpallel means "to pray” in
Hebrew, but it also means "to judge onesdlf." This
suggeststhat prayer should not be our way of trying
to convince God to change how He runstheworld.
Rather, it should be a process by which we intro-
spect and then change who we are, thereby allow-
ing God to respond to us differently than he other-
wisewould."

Following inthe Jewishwoman'straditiona dedi-
cation and respect for prayer, Ruth Specter Lascelle
in her book, Jewish Faith and the New Covenant,
spoke of the Tallith, the Jewish prayer shawl. On
pages49 and 50, shewrote of God'srequestin Deu-
teronomy 22:11-12 not to use wool and linen to-
gether. Her comment about prayer was, "How the
Lorp desires an undivided heart in our worship, an
unwavering faith, not tossed about by every wind
of doctrine, not mixed withthereligion of theworld,
but PURE and single to his honor and glory!"

Prayer isapureway for manto establishtheking-
dom of God in hislife. Prayer sets God upon His
throne. Therefore, God dlowseach manto placea
single, roya blue, woolen thread in the tzitzt at-
tached inthefour cornersof hisprayer shawl. This
encourages each man, as the head of hisfamily, to
pray asa"king-priest." The mix of linen and wool
was alowed for priests only and the dye used to
make the royal blue thread was so costly that only
kings could afford it.

Numbers 15:37-41 declarestwice that each man
should "look upon" thetzitzit and be reminded that
he should do al of God's commands. Man's au-
thority in God's kingdom comes from God's Word
at work in each "king-priest's’ life, not each man
demanding that God perform on his behaf as de-
scribed in Scripture. God issovereign and requires
Hiswill be done-and s, it shal be done!

Exodus 19:6 revedls what God looks for from
His people. It says, "And ye shal be unto me a
kingdom of priests, and an holy nation." The He-
brew text says, "wrTp " DI N7 SN ooN.”
Godwants"king-priests' that is, a" nation set gpart.”
According to verse 5, this makes this people God's
"treasured possession.” Since7n in Hebrew means
"to reign, to be king," according to Gesenius He-
brew-Chaldee Lexicon of the Old Testament, page
477, itis clear that God intends His peopleto rule
and reignwith Him! ;7> (priest) in Hebrew means,
"aprophet, ... one who undertakes anyone's cause,
... hewho stands up in anyone's matter, ..." accord-
ing to Gesenius (ibid., p. 385).

Thosewhoare"born of His Spirit" and havetaken
up Hiscause are Hiskingdom of priests. John said
in Revelation 17:14 (NIV) of those kingdomswho
will atempt to war unsuccessfully against Jesus,
"They will makewar againgt theLamb, but theLamb
will overcomethem becauseheisL ord of lordsand
King of kings—and with himwill be hiscalled, cho-
senand faithful followers." Hisfollowersarethose
"king-priests' over whom Heis"King of kingsand
Lord of lords (Priest of priests).

John says of Jesus (Rev. 19:16, NIV), "On his
robe and on histhigh he hasthisnamewritten: kinG
OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. Thispassageindicates
that Jesus Christ will return to rule and reign with
His followers, and, perhaps, will be wearing His
Tallith. Some scholars suggest that His tzitzt will
be laying upon Histhigh indicating His priest-king
status. Written upon his shawl will be"orrs -1
oo 7o The angel Gabridl said, "The Lord
God will give him the throne of his father David,
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever;
hiskingdom will never end." (Luke 1:32-33NIV)
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Written upon his
shawl will be" o1
TN OO TR (KING
OF KINGS AND LORD OF
LORDS)."



