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”Then have the trumpet sounded 
everywhere on the tenth day of 
the seventh month; on the Day 
of Atonement sound the trumpet 
throughout your land. Consecra-
te the fiftieth year and proclaim 
liberty throughout the land to all 
its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee  
for you; each of you is to return to 
your family property and to your 
own clan.”
(Lev. 25:9-10)
In Hebrew the fiftieth year is cal-
led Yovel, a celebration year, jubi-
lee. It is the year of the blowing of 
the ram´s horn. Thus Yovel got its 
name from the shofar announcing 
the beginning of the year.
The sound of the Yovel declares 
the beginning of a new era, the 
era of God´s favour towards Israel. 
In Hebrew the word yovel can be 
read in two ways. Either ”yovel”, 
which means a ram or a ram´s 

horn like a shofar, or in passive 
voice ”yuval”, is led or was led, 
like in Isaiah 53: ”he was led like 
a lamb to the slaughter… for the 
transgression of my people he was 
punished.”
Like a lamb which has a desire to 
follow its shepherd humbly, to be 
led, ”yuval”.
The three names of the shofar are   
like a road signs on our salvation 
path: Keren, which is the name in-
cluding the personal calling, rose 
up in smoke with the sacrificed 
ram instead of Isaac (Gen. 22:13).
On Mount Sinai the Israelites 
heard the sound of that horn, Sho-
far, for the first time when it called 
the people to make the change, a 
turn a round, teshuva.
The nation learned the sound of 
the shofar when The Lord himself 
blew the horn (Ex. 19:16).
From that point on the Israelites 

were commanded to blow them-
selves on the shofar (Lev. 25:9), 
until The Sovereign Lord himself 
blows it, this time the shofar cal-
led Yovel (Zech. 9:14).
Then He will announce freedom, 
liberation, a jubilee to all nations, 
to all of those who will hear His 
voice. 
Yeshua the Messiah, Jesus Christ, 
started his ministry in the syna-
gogue declaring with the words 
of Isaiah 61:1-2 proclaiming good 
news to the poor, freedom for the 
captives, release from darkness 
for the prisoners and proclaiming 
the year of the Lord’s favor.
Proclaiming the jubilee, which is 
The Messiah himself.
In Him is the heritage restored, the 
one we lost in the garden of Eden.
In Him is the essence of Yovel.
(http://torah-art.net)
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Shalom uvracha!

Passover, Pesach, is what joins irrevocab-
ly together the two groups of people vitally 
important to the history of mankind: Jews 
and believers from the nations. Pesach is the 
foundation of Judaism as well as of Christiani-
ty. When we look at the plan of salvation and 
the revelation of the entire Bible, we see that 
this particular feast binds these siblings toget-
her clearer than any other.

The first ever Pesach of the Hebrew people 
triggered off the deliverance of slavery and 
from the clutches of Egyptian tyranny. That 
series of events was a powerful image and 
shadow of the future sacrifice of Yeshua, Je-
sus, on the cross where redemption through 
the blood of the Lamb had its divine comple-
tion. Thus in this feast, too, we see the biblical 
principle of pre-completion and completion. 
We will see the final completion when God´s 
plan of salvation brings forth new heavens 
and a new earth. All YHWH: s feasts are con-
nected to Yeshua the Messiah. They are fo-
reshadows, signs of what has happened and 
what will still happen.

The season of Pesach leads us to self-exami-
nation and repentance. If we allow ourselves 
and first of all God to show us what is hidden 
in our hearts, sin in all its faces can come into 
light. God is first of all a loving God and long-
suffering in His grace, and He wants all people 
to be saved and to come to a knowledge of 
truth (1 Tim.2:4). We will always find the truth 
by looking up at Yeshua.

To love Yeshua is to keep His commandments 
and walk as He walked (1 John 2:1-6). This is 
bound to take us to the place of repentance, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation. Our Lord is 
the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6); 
this is the way that sends its rivers of living 
water into us, when we remain faithful to the 
truth.

Redemption on the cross at Calvary at Pesach 
opens us the chance to confess and reject our 
sins. We may bring all our shortcomings, sins, 
and weeknesses in all confidence every day 

to the cross, and be cleansed by the blood of 
Yeshua, the blood of the Holy Lamb. We know 
this, but do we practise it?

There are traumas, sins, and burdens hidden 
deep in every individual, family, community, 
and nation that are difficult to deal with or 
almost impossible for man to deal with. We 
should, however, be able to break those walls 
of silence in our lives, or they will break us. 
Every sin committed by an individual, a family, 
or a nation is hereditary in one way or other 
until it is confessed and rejected before the 
Lord. We need not do this alone. Yeshua is al-
ways by our side and through His Holy Spirit 
He will give us the strength we need for the 
work of reconciliation, when we ask Him for 
it.

When those walls are broken, the blessings of 
God may flow freely into our lives allowing us 
to begin with reconciliation. Revelation of the 
way, the truth, and the life makes us spread 
His love around us. 

It is time for judgement to begin with the fa-
mily of God (1 Peter 4:17). That is why it has 
been wonderful to see the desire of God´s 
own to be really one! Something is clear-
ly happening. The Lord´s Bride is seeking to 
live in peace, searching to make up all former 
controversies and quarrels, as we can see in 
many places also in Finland. It is not ecume-
nism that unites the Bride, nor the issues we 
together disagree on with others. Neither are 
we united by doctrinal matters we agree on. 

What unites us, is a shared belief in one Lord 
Yeshua the Messiah. He is the atoning sacri-
fice for our sins, He is the Saviour, our King.

Oneness (echad) of the Bride and desire of 
reconciliation will certainly cause changes 
where ever we live.  The unity of the Bride is 
a transforming force that will make rain enor-
mous drops of blessing upon our darkening 
society. The early church was such a transfor-
ming force in their own time (see The Acts, 
esp chapter 2).

This issue is dedicated to Spring Feasts and 

their significance in the divine agenda of pre-
completions and completions. In addition to 
Pesach, our meritorious collaborators have 
written articles on the Feast of Firstfruits and 
Pentecost. God bless them for their precious 
work for the Bride. This issue closes the circle 
of the Feasts of the Lord. In the next issue we 
will focus on new themes.  Keijo Lindeman´s  
series of articles ”Signs of the Coming of the 
Messiah”  has now come to the fourth part, 
and the Lord willing, we will enjoy Keijo´s ex-
pert series in the future, too. 

God bless you abundantly, dear readers, and 
give you all the strength and wisdom you 
need to live your daily lives.
Maranata!

Markus Nurmesniemi
 Editor in chief



From Mount Sinai to Mount Zion
The Appointed Times of the Lord
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Written by:
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”You have not come to a moun-
tain that can be touched and that 
is burning with fire; to darkness, 
gloom and storm; to a trumpet 
blast or to such a voice speaking 
words that those who heard it 
begged that no further word 
be spoken to them, because 
they could not bear what was 
commanded: ´If even an animal 
touches the mountain, it must 
be stoned.´ The sight was so 
terrifying that Moses said, ´I am 
trembling with fear.´ But you have 
come to Mount Zion, to the hea-
venly Jerusalem, the city of the li-
ving God. You have come to thou-
sands upon thousands of angels 
in joyful assembly, to the church 
of the firstborn, whose names are 
written in heaven. You have come 
to God, the judge of all men, to 
the sprinkled blood that speaks 
a better word than the blood of 
Abel” ( Hebrews 12:18-24).

The Feast of Weeks (Shavuot), or 
Pentecost, is one of the biblical 
spring feasts. Its history began on 
Mount Sinai at the foot of which 
Moses gathered the people of Is-
rael (Exodus 19). It was there, on 
Mount Sinai, i.e. Horeb, where 
God gave Moses the Torah (To-
rah= instructions, teaching) with 
all its teachings, instructions, 
and commandments, the heart 
of which were the so called Ten 
commandments that God´s fin-
ger wrote in two tablets of stone 
(Ex.31:18). The history of Sha-
vuot, or Pentecost, continued 
later on Mount Zion in the first 
moments of the new covenant, 
and will continue even up to the 
heavenly Mount Zion. This is the 
theme we will discuss in this 
paper. We will begin by a short 
introduction of the significance of 
the Lord´s feasts.

The feasts are in 
honour of the Lord 

”The Lord said to Moses, ´Speak 
to the Israelites and say to them: 
´These are my appointed feasts, 
the appointed feasts of the Lord, 
which you are to proclaim as sac-
red assemblies. There are six days  
when you may work, but the se-
venth day is a Sabbath of rest, a 
day of sacred assembly. You are 
not to do any work; wherever you 
live, it is a Sabbath to the Lord. 
These are the Lord´s appointed 
feasts, the sacred asssemblies 
you are to proclaim at their ap-
pointed times: the Lord´s Passo-
ver begins at twilight on the four-
teenth day of the first month. On 
the fifteenth day of that month 
the Lord´s feast of Unleavened 
Bread begins; for seven days you 
must eat bread made without ye-
ast´” (Leviticus 23:1-6)

When people speak about bib-
lical feasts that have their origin 
in the Old Testament days, one 
often hears people say that the-
se are feasts of the Jews that do 

not belong to Christendom. This 
is an effort made to invalidate the 
significance of the feasts given in 
the Bible and to justify the feasts 
celebrated by Christianity which 
are not entirely based on the 
Bible but have been influenced 
by Roman culture. Biblical feasts 
are, of course, feasts of the Jews, 
but first of all they are the Lord´s 
(Yahweh´s) feasts that are celeb-
rated to His honour. We need to 
bear in mind that the early Apos-
tolic church of the new covenant 
kept these original feasts of the 
Lord even in the Greek regions of 
Philippi and Corinth ( Acts 20:6; 1 
Cor 5:6-8; John 7:2,14-20; 10:22-
23; Acts 2; 20:16).

The feasts are a shadow of
things to come

”Therefore do not let anyone jud-
ge you by what you eat or drink, 
or with regard to a religious festi-
val, a New Moon celebration or a 
Sabbath day. These are a shadow 
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of the things that were to come, 
the reality, however, is found in 
Christ” (Colossians 2:16-17).

The feasts God has given are a 
shadow of the things  that were 
to come, pictures of what would  
become reality in the future. The 
Lord´s feasts embrace God´s en-
tire redemption plan in Yeshua 
the Messiah, from the cross at 
Calvary to new heavens and new 
earth, when the redemption plan 
of the Holy One of Israel has its 
ultimate fulfillment. All the feasts 
of the Lord are linked to Yeshua 
the Messiah through a significant 
event in His life.

Spring Feasts speak about Yeshua 
the Messiah´s first coming about 
2000 years ago:
* Pesach, or Passover, is a picture 
of Yeshua, God´s Passover Lamb, 
redeeming the debt of our sin on 
the Cross at Calvary on the four-
teenth of Nisan during the eve-
ning sacrifice.
* Chag Ha´Matzot, or the seven-
day Feast of Unleavened Bread, 
is a picture of believers´ unleave-
ned, pure walk with God, as desc-
ribed in 1 Corinthians 5:6-8.
* The Resurrection of Yeshua the 
Messiah happened on the day 
of Waving of the Sheaf, the first 
day of the week, evidently on Sa-
turday evening (according to the 
biblical calendar the day begins 
in the evening), when Yeshua 
was resurrected as the first fruit 
of those who are asleep, after 
His body had lain in the grave for 
three days and three nights.
* Shavuot, or Feast of Weeks or 
Pentecost, was the festival during 
which the Holy Spirit was poured 
out in Jerusalem on Mount Zion, 
and the Torah was written in the 
hearts and minds of believers, 
as written in Jeremiah 31 and 
Hebrews 8.

Autumn feasts speak about 
Messiah´s second coming.
Interpretations vary as to this is-
sue; this is how I understand it.
* Yom Teruah, or the Feast of 
Trumpets, on the first day of the 
seventh month is a shadow of 
the blast of the trumpets of jud-
gement on the Lord´s Day, as Joel 
2 tells us. This day is followed by 

Yamim Noraim, a ten-day period 
of Days of Awe (Daniel 1:12, Re-
velation 2:10).
* Yom Kippur, or the Day of Atone-
ment, on the tenth of the seventh 
month is a picture of redemption 
through Messiah (Hebrews 9). 
At the same time it represents 
the coming of Messiah and the 
taking-up of the church.
* Succot, or the Feast of Taberna-
cles, is a foreshadow of Messiah´s  
Millennial Kingdom, time when 
all peoples will come to Jerusa-
lem to bow down before the Lord 
Almighty and to celebrate the 
feast of Tabernacles (Zechariah 
14:16-19).
* Shmini Atseret, or the eighth 
day following the feast of Taber-
nacles, is a picture of the age of 
new heavens and new earth, 
where God´s salvation plan 
through Yeshua the Messiah will 
have its eternal fulfillment.

Giving of the Torah
on Mount Sinai

”Now Moses was tending the 
flock of Jethro his father-in-law, 
the priest of Midian, and he led 
the flock to the far side of the 
desert and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. There the an-
gel of the Lord appeared to him in 
flames of fire from within a bush. 
Moses saw that though the bush 
was on fire it did not burn up. So 
Moses thought, ́ I will go over and 
see this strange sight – why the 
bush does not burn up.´ When 
the Lord saw that he had gone 
over to look, God called to him 
from within the bush. ´Moses, 
Moses!´ And Moses said, ´Here I 
am.´… So now, go. I am sending 
you to Pharaoh to bring my peop-
le the Israelites out of Egypt.´ 
But Moses said to God, ´Who 
am I, that I should go to Phara-
oh and bring the Israelites out 
of Egypt?´ And God said, ´I will 
be with you. And this will be the 
sign to you that it is I who have 
sent you: When you have brought 
the people out of Egypt, you will 
worship God on this mountain´” 
(Exodus 3:1-4, 10-12).

”Now Hagar stands for Mount 
Sinai in Arabia and corresponds 
to the present city of Jerusalem, 

because she is in slavery with her 
children” (Galatians 4:25).

Moses lived as the son of 
Pharaoh´s daughter in Egypt, and 
he was  educated in all knowled-
ge and wisdom of the age (Acts 
7:17-38). When defending an 
Israelite, Moses struck dead an 
Egyptian and had to run away. He 
ran to the land of Midian where 
Jethro, the priest of Midian, gave 
his daughter Sippora as wife to 
Moses. It was there that the an-
gel of the Lord, or God, appeared 
to him and told him to go to Egypt 
to deliver the Israelites from the 
slavery of Egypt. He was to take 
the people to the land of Midian 
to worship the Lord on the very 
mountain, Mount Sinai, where 
God had just appeared to him. 
This happened in the land of Mi-
dian, at the foot of Horeb, i.e. 
Mount Sinai, which is located in 
present-day Saudi Arabia, in the 
northern part of the Arabian Pe-
ninsula close to southern Jordan, 
and east of the Gulf of Eilat/Aqa-
ba. This place is called Jabal Al 
Laws. The Saint Catherine´s mo-
nastery area on the Sinai peninsu-
la of Egypt, is often introduced to 
the tourists as Mount Sinai area, 
but it is not the biblical Horeb, i.e. 
Sinai. The real Sinai is in the land 
of Midian, in Saudi Arabia.

Apostle Paul also says that Sinai 
is in Arabia. In Paul´s days Jeru-
salem and the entire Jewish na-
tion were under the authority of 
Rome, in slavery like the Israelites 
in Egypt. Moses was sent to bring 
the people out of the slavery of 
Egypt together with his brother 
Aaron.

”Afterwards Moses and Aaron 
went to Pharaoh and said, ´This is 
what the Lord, the God of Israel, 
says: ´Let my people go, so that 
they may hold a festival to me in 
the desert.´ Pharaoh said, ́ Who is 
the Lord, that I should obey him 
and let Israel go?  I do not know 
the Lord and I will not let Israel 
go´” (Ex.5:1-2).

”In the third month after the Is-
raelites left Egypt – on the very 
day – they came to the Desert of 
Sinai. After they set out from Rep-

hidim, they entered the Desert of 
Sinai, and Israel camped there in 
the desert in front of the moun-
tain. Then Moses went up to God, 
and the Lord called to him from 
the mountain and said, ´This is 
what you are to say to the house 
of Jacob and what you are to tell 
the people of Israel: Ýou yoursel-
ves have seen what I did to Egypt 
and how I carried you on eagles´  
wings and brought you to myself. 
Now if you obey me fully and 
keep my covenant then out of all 
nations you will be my treasured 
possession. Although the whole 
earth is mine, you will be for me 
a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation. These are the words you 
are to speak to the Israelites´” 
(Ex.19:1-6).

”When the Lord finished speaking 
to Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave 
him two tablets of the Testimony, 
the tablets of stone inscribed by 
the finger of God” (Ex.31:18).

When Moses and Aaron went to 
Pharaoh, they told the ruler of 
Egypt, in the name of the Lord 
God of Israel, to let the people of 
Israel go to hold a festival in the 
desert and worship the Lord on 
Mount Sinai. The people of Isra-
el were delivered after ten pla-
gues that the Lord accomplished 
through Moses. The people left 
Egypt at Passover, eating unlea-
vened bread (Exodus 12-13). Mo-
ses led the people, according to 
the Lord´s instructions, through 
the Sea of Reed, i.e. the Red Sea, 
through the Gulf of Eilat/Aqa-
ba, by Nuweiba. From the bot-
tom of the sea relics have been 
found which point, among other 
things, to the wheels of Egyptian 
chariots which were drowned in 
the sea. From there the Israelites 
continued to Sinai to celebra-
te Shavuot, to make a covenant 
with the Lord, and to receive the 
Torah. (The feast of Shavuot fol-
lows Pesach in the third biblical 
month).

”When the day of Pentecost 
came, they were all together in 
one place. Suddenly a sound like 
the blowing of a violent wind 
came from heaven and filled the 
whole house where they were 
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sitting. They saw what seemed 
to be tongues of fire that sepa-
rated and came to rest on each 
of them. All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit enabled them. Now there 
were staying in Jerusalem God-
fearing Jews from every nation 
under heaven. When they heard 
this sound, a crowd came toget-
her in bewilderment, because 
each one heard them speaking 
in his own language” (Acts 2:1-6).
For if there had been nothing 
wrong with that first covenant, no 
place would have been sought for 
another. But God found fault with 
the people and said: ´The time is 
coming, declares the Lord, when 
I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah. It will not be like 
the covenant I made with their 
forefathers when I took them 
by the hand to lead them out of 
Egypt, because they did not re-
main faithful to my covenant, and 
I turned away from them, decla-
res the Lord. This is the covenant I 
will make with the house of Israel 
after that time, declares the Lord, 
I will put my laws in their minds 
and write them on their hearts. 
I will be their God, and they will 

be my people. No longer will a 
man teach his neighbour, or a 
man his brother, saying, ´Know 
the Lord´, because they will all 
know me from the least of them 
to the greatest. For I will forgive 
their wickedness and will remem-
ber their sins no more” (Hebrews 
8:7-12).

In his letter to the Galatians Paul 
teaches that under the old co-
venant, the Torah covenant, the 
people of Israel were put in char-
ge of the Torah, which would lead 
them to the Messiah (Gal.4:19-
29). With the coming of the Mes-
siah the time of a new covenant 
began: we are no longer slaves to 
the Torah, but we have been gi-
ven the status of children of God 
by faith to live under grace. Tran-
sition from the old to the new 
covenant took place in the upper 
room in Jerusalem, probably in 
Mount Zion region, where Yeshua 
and the disciples had eaten the 
Passover (Luke 22:7-22). 

Many Bible scholars assume that 
after Yeshua´s Ascension the dis-
ciples came together in the same 
upper room in Mount Zion regi-
on (Acts 1:12-14). That is where 
they had evidently gathered to 

celebrate the feast of Shavuot, 
when the Holy Spirit was poured 
upon them (Acts 2:1-6). There on 
Mount Zion, same phenomena 
appeared as once on Mount Si-
nai: fire, sound of a violent wind, 
and tongues of fire. The age of 
the New Covenant, based on 
Yeshua´s redemptive sacrifice at 
Calvary, had begun (Luke 22:20).

The Holy Spirit wrote the Torah 
on believers´ hearts and in their 
minds at Pentecost. The Torah no 
longer exists inscribed on tablets 
of stone, instead, it has been 
written in believers´ minds and 
on their hearts by the Holy Spi-
rit. The new covenant was made 
with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah, and believers 
from other nations have acces to 
it through faith, thus becoming 
part of God´s Israel, the natural 
olive tree of Israel (Ef.2, Rom.11). 
In the new covenant we do not 
keep the Torah out of slavery, 
but out of grace and freedom 
of the new covenant, guided by 
the Holy Spirit, following the te-
achings and interpretations of 
Yeshua. The Torah still has a role, 
as Paul writes:

”But thanks be to God that you, 

who used to be slaves to sin,  
have wholeheartedly become 
obediant to the Torah to the char-
ge/teaching of which you have 
been entrusted” (Romans 6:17, 
Hebrew NT).

Even in the new covenant we 
are still being led and taught by 
the Torah given by God, but this 
time we do not obey as slaves, 
because we have to, but helped 
by the Holy Spirit we strive after 
obedience based on grace and 
freedom of the new covenant. It 
is the Holy Spirit who gives us st-
rength to keep God´s command-
ments, not our own strength 
(Ezek.36:27).  In the old covenant 
the Torah was written on tablets 
of stone. In the new covenant the 
Torah is deposited in our hearts 
and minds, and it guides us in the 
light of the Holy Spirit.

However, we have to take into 
consideration that with the new 
covenant changes and renewals 
have been made to the Torah, see 
e.g. Hebrews 7:11-12; 10:9-10 ( 
the subject is too large to be dis-
cussed here, though). The Torah 
still has much to teach us new co-
venant believers, but under gra-
ce, according to Yeshua´s teach-
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ings and interpretations, taking 
into consideration the changes 
and renewals caused by the new 
covenant (Rom. 6:14).

Heavenly Mount Zion

” Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound 
the alarm on my holy hill. Let all 
who live in the land tremble, for 
the day of the Lord is coming. It is 
close at hand – a day of darkness 
and gloom, a day of clouds and 
blackness.Like dawn speading 
aross the mountains a large and 
mighty army comes, such as ne-
ver was of old nor ever will be in 
ages to come. Before them fire 
devours, behind them a flame 
blazes. Before them the land is 
like the garden of Eden, behind 
them, a desert waste - nothing 
escapes them…  And afterwards, 
I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people. Your sons and daughters 
will prophesy, your old men will 
dream dreams, your young men 
will see visions. Even on my ser-
vants, both men and women, I 
will pour out my Spirit in those 
days, I will show wonders in the 
heavens and on the earth, blood  
and fire and billows of smoke. 
The sun will be turned to dark-
ness and the moon to blood be-
fore the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord. And 
everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord will be saved; for on 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem the-

re will be deliverance as the Lord 
has said, among the survivors 
whom the Lord calls” (Joel 2:1-3; 
28-32).

Along with the physical Mount 
Zion there is the heavenly Mount 
Zion as well as the heavenly Je-
rusalem, where the spirits of 
the righteous reside according 
to Hebrews 12:22-24. At the end 
of this age of grace the world will 
face difficult times; the day of the 
Lord will come and God will jud-
ge all ungodliness and sin of the 
world, and only few people will 
survive the judgement (Isa.13:9-
13;24).

These judgements include e.g. a 
great world war and an atom war, 
in which a third of mankind will 
perish (Rev.9:12-21). The church 
of God, however, does not have 
to face the horror of the atom 
war, but the church, in a state of 
resurrection, will be caught up to 
heavens to meet the Lord, away 
from the fire and sulphur, the 
same way that Lot was rescued 
from fire and sulphur that rained 
over Sodom (1 Thes.4:13-18; 
Luke 17:26-30). The Lord Yeshua 
will come down from the hea-
vens, like in the days of Moses on 
Mount Sinai, and bring His church 
away from under the atom war.

Joel, the prophet, speaks about 
these days, too. The dreadful day 

of the Lord will come, but also 
the last great pouring of the Spi-
rit and a short, huge, and global 
revival. All those who call upon 
the name of the Lord, will be sa-
ved. There will be blood, fire, and 
billows of smoke, which points to 
the enormous billows of smoke 
caused by atom bombs. But the 
redeemed will be on Mount Zion 
and in Jerusalem, which means 
that believers are brought from 
under the atom war to the hea-
venly Mount Zion.  Both Joel and 
Yeshua also speak about those 
who will escape.

”There will be signs in the sun, 
moon and stars. On the earth 
nations will be in anguish and 
perplexity at the roaring and 
tossing of the sea. Men will faint 
from terror, apprehensive of what 
is coming on the world, for the 
heavenly bodies will be shaken. 
At that time they will see the Son 
of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory. When 
these things begin to take place, 
stand up and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption is dra-
wing near… Be careful, or your 
hearts will be weighed down with 
dissipation, drunkenness and the 
anxieties of life, and that day will 
close on you unexpectedly like 
a trap. For it will come upon all 
those who live on the face of the 
whole earth. Be always on the 
watch, and pray that you may be 

able to escape all that is about 
to happen, and that you may be 
able to stand before the Son of 
Man”(Luke 21:25-28, 34-36).

Yeshua tells us to watch and pray 
that we would get away from 
the terror of the end times  to 
the heavenly Mount Zion at the 
Lord´s coming and resurrection, 
when the heavenly bodies are 
shaken in the atom war. 

We will not remain, however, on 
the heavenly Mount Zion, but, at 
some point, we will come with 
the Messiah to save Israel, to 
judge the world, and to establish 
the Millennial Kingdom, in which 
we will rule with the Messiah, if 
we remain faithfull till the end 
(Zech.14:1-5; Jude 14-15; Rev.20).

Let us remain faithfull so that 
we might be among those who 
escape and come with the Lord 
to establish the Kingdom of the 
Messiah. If we are not yet belie-
vers, let us receive Yeshua (Jesus) 
as our Saviour and Lord, and fol-
low faithfully His teaching and 
commandments that we might 
be among the escaped and taken 
up to meet Him in the air.

Scripture quotations taken from 
the Holy Bible, New Internatio-
nal Version, International Bible 
Society.

Evening sun on the backyard of Ron Beach hotel. Photo: Markus Nurmesniemi
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”Different” kind of Passover
**********

Written by:
Dr Clifford Denton

Time for Christians to Enter into 
Pesach, not to just use it as a Te-
aching Opportunity.

On the biblical calendar, accor-
ding to the three main Feasts of 
the Lord, Sukkot (Tabernacles) is 
behind us and Pesach (Passover) 
lies before us. Exodus 6:6-7 gives 
God’s fourfold promise to the 
Children of Israel:

- To bring them out from under 
the burden of their oppressors;
- To rescue them from bondage;
- To redeem them with an 
outstretched arm and great jud-
gments;
- To take them as His people and 
be their God.

The four promises are recalled by 
the drinking of four cups of wine 
during the Passover Seder. These 

four cups were shared by Yeshua 
with His disciples at what we call 
‘The Last Supper’. Two of the 
cups are specifically mentioned 
in Luke 22:15-22, when Yeshua 
reinterpreted the Passover as a 
remembrance of Him. What was 
accomplished in the deliverance 
of Israel from bondage to Egypti-
an slavery became a foreshadow 
of Yeshua’s deliverance of His 
people from this world of bonda-
ge to sin.

The recent celebrations of the 
birth of Yeshua (Christian Christ-
mas) are now behind us, so it 
is fitting to focus on the more 
important remembrance of our 
Lord.

The Bible contains the account 
of the birth of Yeshua, so it is 
fitting to remember His coming 
as a man, but more important is 
it to remember Him as our Sa-
viour who gave His life for us. As 

the Apostle Paul said, when we 
remember the Lord’s sacrifice 
through the sharing of bread and 
wine, especially at Passover, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until 
He comes.

The promises of God in Exodus 6 
preceded the ten great plagues of 
which we read, by coincidence in 
the first Torah Portion of the New 
Year (on the Roman Calendar). 
That is what it took to free the 
Israelites from Egypt.

Likewise, such immense earth-
shaking events will take place pri-
or to Yeshua’s return to complete 
our redemption: the great woes 
recorded in the Book of Revela-
tion.

We jave entered the Roman New 
Year but now, at Passover, we will 
enter the biblical New Year. As we 
enter this new year, the signs of 
His coming are all around, so let 

us go forward to Passover in re-
membrance of Him. Let us not be 
so preoccupied with the things of 
this world to miss out on these 
days of preparation. Yeshua Him-
self said:
Now when these things begin to 
happen, look up and lift up your 
heads, because your redemption 
draws near. (Luke 21:28)

Over recent years more and more 
Christians have used the Passover 
Seder as an opportunity to teach 
about our Jewish roots, but this 
year let us enter fully into this 
celebration. We will be doing this 
at our retreat in our new and gro-
wing Centre for study and prayer 
at The Cedars, Rochester, Kent in 
England. Join us wherever you 
are.

www.tishrei.org

An altar situated in the basements of the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. Photo: Markus Nurmesniemi
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The Feast of the First Fruits
**********

Written by:
Kalle Venäläinen

Leviticus 23 deals with God´s ap-
pointed feasts. Moses received 
from God detailed orders con-
cerning the celebration of these 
feasts which symbolize God´s 
plan of salvation in Yeshua the 
Messiah. This is what the Apostle 
Paul obviously has in mind when 
he writes to the Corinthians:

”Now, brothers, I want to remind 
you of the gospel I preached to 
you, which you received and on 
which you have taken your stand. 
By this gospel you are saved, 
if you hold firmly to the word I 
preached to you. Otherwise, you 
have believed in vain. For what I 
received I passed on to you as of 
first importance; that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Sc-
riptures, that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day ac-
cording to the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 
15:1-4).

Paul wants to emphasize the fact 
that the most important things 
of the gospel, death, burial, and 
resurrection of Yeshua, all hap-
pened ”according to the Scriptu-
res”. 

We will now look into a feast in 
the biblical calendar that has of-
ten been left with less attention. 
This feast demonstrates quite 

clearly, how Yeshua´s resurrecti-
on happened ”according to the 
Scriptures” indeed. This feast is 
the Feast of the Firstfruits, or of 
the Sheaf of the Firstfruits of the 
Harvest.

”The Lord said to Moses. ´Speak 
to the Israelites and say to them: 
´When you enter the land I am 
going to give you and you reap 
its harvest, bring to the priest a 
sheaf of the first grain you har-
vest. He is to wave the sheaf be-
fore the Lord so that it will be ac-
cepted on your behalf; the priest 
is to wave it on the day after the 
Sabbath…
You must not eat any bread, or 
roasted or new grain, until the 
very day you bring this offering to 
your God. This is to be a lasting 
ordinance for the generations to 
come, wherever you live´” ( Levi-
ticus 23:9-11,14).

The Feast of the Firstfruits, or the 
Sheaf of the first harvest is one of 
the spring feasts. But because it 
comes right after a greater feast, 
Passover, it is easily overshado-
wed by the preceding feast.

However, this feast is of great 
importance to all believers in 
Yeshua. Once a person under-
stands its hidden meaning, he or 
she may find faith in Yeshua.

In the Finnish Bible version of 

1992 this feast is called ”the feast 
of the ear of barley”. The harvest 
of barley was the first harvest in 
Israel. This feast is rooted in the 
agriculture of the ancient Middle 
East, and so is the next spring fe-
ast, Pentecost, and the Feast of 
Tabernacles in the autumn, which 
are both harvest feasts as well.

In ancient Israel this feast me-
ant in practise that after you had 
harvested the first crop, the first 
thing to do was to take a grain 
offering to the Lord. As we have 
read in Leviticus, the firstfruits 
of the barley harvest had to be 
taken as an offering to the priest 
to the Tent of Meeting or to the 
Temple. 

The lesson we learn from this is 
that if God, in his faithfullness, 
has blessed us with the first har-
vest, he will surely let us have 
more harvests in the future.

In the course of history Jews have 
celebrated this feast with most 
solemn ceremonies. There has 
been no disagreement about 
how to celebrate it, instead, 
there has been much contro-
versy over the time it begins. 
How should one understand 
the words ”on the day after the 
Sabbath”(Lev.23:11)? Which Sab-
bath are we talking about?

The two leading Jewish first-

century schools, Sadducees and 
Pharisees, had differing opinions 
about the interpretation of this 
phrase. The Sadducees believed 
that this Sabbath was a normal 
weekly Sabbath. 
Thus the sheaf had to be brought 
on the first day of the week, that 
is on Sunday.

The Pharisees, for their part, 
understood it to mean the cere-
monial Passover Sabbath. They 
referred to the context, which fo-
cuses on Passover. This day after 
the Passover Sabbath was the six-
teenth day of the month of Nisan. 

Because it was closely connected 
to the preceding high Sabbath, 
which had a set date in the calen-
dar, it could fall on any day of the 
week, depending of the year.  

This controversy went on, and 
both parties adhered firmly to 
their views. The destruction of 
the Temple in 70 CE finally sol-
ved the problem. The Saddu-
cees, who had been priests in the 
Temple, were left unemployed. 
Synagogue worship services be-
came the heart of religious activi-
ty in Jewish communities. 

And because synagogues were 
spheres of operation of the Pha-
risees, their interpretation was 
finally accepted and established 
as the rule even up to our days.

Photo: Markus Nurmesniemi



9

**********

Feast of the Firstfruits in
the New Testament

Considering that this Feast of the 
Sheaf has often been left in the 
shadow of the greater feast of 
Passover,  is any attention paid to 
it in the New Testament? 

Indeed, yes, there are many refe-
rences to this feast in the NT, and 
it is one of the most important fe-
asts to believers in Yeshua.  First 
Corinthians chapter 15 links this 
Feast of the Firstfruits organically 
to Messiah´s life. In this chapter 
Rabbi Shaul of Tarsus teaches the 
doctrine of resurrection to the 
believers. 

He makes an astonishing connec-
tion between this feast and the 
subject he is teaching.

”But Christ has indeed been 
raised from the dead, the firstf-
ruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. For since death came 
through a man, the resurrection 
of the dead comes also through a 
man. For as in Adam all die, so in 
Christ all will be made alive. But 
each in his own turn: Christ, the 
firstfruits; then, when he comes, 
those who belong to him” (1 Cor. 
15:20-23).

Many people may regard these 
verses as an explanation of the or-
der in which resurrection will take 
place, but Paul is in fact referring 
to the Feast of Firstfruits. The lite-
ral translation of the Greek word 
aparkhee (vv 20,23) is ´firstf-
ruits´ (see Rom.16:5;11:16;8:23, 
Rev.14:4).  Thus Yeshua´s physical 
resurrection was the fulfilment 
of the foreshadowing Feast of 
the Firstfruits, or the Sheaf of the 
first barley harvest! The Messiah 
is the Firstfruit, the Sheaf of the 
first harvest.

Prophetic fulfilment

As we have seen, this ancient 
Feast of Firstfruits was a shadow 
of Messiah´s resurrection. It was 
a harvest feast during which the 
sheaf of barley was waved befo-
re the Lord. Think about it: The 
seed was sown into the ground, 
the ground had brought forth the 
crop, and then the crop was lifted 
up for all to see. Yeshua refers 
to his own death, burial, and re-

surrection using these figures of 
speech:

”Jesus replied, ´The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. I tell you the truth, un-
less a grain of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it remains only 
a single seed. But if it dies, it pro-
duces many seeds… But I, when I 
am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men to myself´”( John 
12:23-24, 32). 

These symbolical words were 
spoken to Jewish disciples who 
had come to celebrate Passo-
ver. They were spoken before 
the Feast of the Firstfruits (John 
12:1,20).  

While speaking of his own death, 
burial, and resurrection, Yeshua 
uses figures of speech that refer 
to the Feast of Firstfruits. The wa-
ving of the sheaf is a picture of his 
resurrection.

But there is more to connect the 
Feast of Firstfruits to Messiah´s 
resurrection. The exact date of 
that feast in the particular year, 
in which the Messiah died, was 
buried, and resurrected, is a po-
werful witness of the fulfilment 
of the foreshadowing feast. You 
remember the controversy bet-
ween Sadducees and Pharisees 
about the phrase ”on the day af-
ter the Sabbath”.

Sadducees took it to mean the 
day after the weekly Sabbath, 
whereas the Pharisees under-
stood that this Sabbath was the 
high  ceremonial Passover Sab-
bath, the fifteenth of Nisan. The 
day after this Sabbath, the six-
teenth of Nisan, was the Feast of 
the Firstfruits. 

A question arises: which view is 
correct, and how does it connect 
to Yeshua´s resurrection? Interes-
tingly, and what is made possible 
only by God, both views fit in the 
historical context of the gospels.

The most commonly accepted 
traditional view is that Yeshua ate 
Passover with his disciples when 
the fourteenth of Nisan began, 
that is on Thursday evening in 
that particular year.

He was arrested the next night 

and questioned in front of Roman 
authorities. And finally he was 
crucified on Friday morning at 
nine. He gave his life at three in 
the afternoon, the exact time the 
Passover lamb was to be slain. 
This happened before the Sab-
bath began. His body was soon 
buried and left in the tomb till the 
next day. Then as soon as it was 
possible, early on the first day 
of the week, the women came 
to the tomb and saw that it was 
opened, but they did not find 
Yeshua´s body.

According to the Jewish way of 
counting Yeshua was three days 
in the grave: 1st day: part of Fri-
day until the sunset, 2nd day: 
from Friday sunset to Saturday 
sunset, and 3rd day: from Satur-
day sunset onwards.  Although 
Yeshua´s grave was found empty 
early on Sunday morning, accor-
ding to the Jews´ way of counting 
Yeshua could have risen up any 
time after Saturday sunset. The 
Apostle Paul says: ”He was raised 
on the third day according to the 
Scriptures” (1 Cor.15:4).

When we look at the chronologi-
cal order of these events, we see 
the touch of God´s hand on the 
timing of the Feast of Firstfruits. 
It was essential for the Messiah 
to die exactly at biblical Passover 
in order to fulfill the prophecies. 
Furthermore, it was equally es-
sential that he rose from the dead 
at the Feast of the Firstfruits.

The situation may seem proble-
matic on the surface, when we 
remember the differring opinions 
that Sadducees and Pharisees 
had about the timing of this fe-
ast. But on closer examination we 
find that Yeshua of Nazareth ful-
filled both interpretations in that 
particular year when he died and 
was raised up from the dead!

Yeshua was raised on the third 
day after Passover, that is on the 
sixteenth of Nisan. Thus he fulfil-
led  the Pharisees´ interpretation. 
But surprisingly enough, this was 
also the fulfilment of the Saddu-
cees´ interpretation. 

In that particular year when the 
Messiah gave his life, the Feast 
of the Firstfruits coincided with 
Sunday following the weekly Sa-

bbath. This idea is supported by a 
small detail in John´s gospel that 
refers to the full twenty-four hour 
day Yeshua was in the grave.

”When he had received the drink, 
Jesus said, ´It is finished´. With 
that, he bowed his head and gave 
up his spirit. Now it was the day 
of Preparation, and the next day 
was to be a special Sabbath. Be-
cause the Jews did not want the 
bodies left on the crosses during 
the Sabbath, they asked Pila-
te to have the legs broken and 
the bodies taken down” (John 
19:30,31).

The phrase ”a special Sabbath” 
reveals that there was somet-
hing out of ordinary about this 
Sabbath. Why did John call that 
Sabbath ”special”?  The reason 
is that in that year the first day 
of the Feast of  the Unleavened 
Bread, i.e. Passover Sabbath, the 
fifteenth of Nisan, fell on a week-
ly Sabbath. 

In his book The Time of Crucifixi-
on and the Resurrection Samuele 
Bacchiocchi writes:

”Rabbinic sources seem to de-
monstrate that a weekly Sabbath 
was called ”special” or ”great”, 
when it coincided with Passover, 
because, as Charles C. Torrey 
aptly says, ´the characteristical 
solemnity of it (Sabbath) was 
greatly emphasized by the most 
important feast of the year conin-
ciding with it´” (Bacchiocchi, The 
Time of Crucifixion and the Re-
surrection, p 44, 1988, USA).

One could even think that this 
particular Sabbath was ”special, 
great”, because it bore resemb-
lance to the Sabbath that came 
after the creation of the world. 
We remember how God had 
created man on the sixth day of 
creation, and having thus finished 
his work, he had rested on the se-
venth day. Similarly the Creator, 
become flesh in the Messiah, 
and now especially as Passover 
Lamb, had with his own blood 
redeemed this fallen mankind 
from the dominion of sin, death 
and devil on the sixth day of the 
week. He then rested the seventh 
day in Joseph´s new tomb. On the 
cross Yeshua said, ” It is finished.” 
Could there be a Sabbath ”more 
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special, or greater” than a Sab-
bath after these words?

We can say, therefore, that the 
views of Sadducees and Phari-
sees about the timing of the Fe-
ast of the Firstfruits were both 
correct in that particular year. 
Only God Almighty could have or-
chestrated this. Praise to God and 
the risen Messiah, the fulfilment 
of the prophetical Feast of the 
Firstfruits!

What impact can the commemo-
ration of the Feast of the Firstf-
ruits have on us as a community 
of believers and as private per-
sons?
Once we understand that the 
theme of the feast is resurrecti-
on, the impact can be very far-
reaching. The idea of resurrection 
has always been one of the cent-
ral beliefs of Christian faith.

In the fourth century, however, 
Christians, particularly in Rome, 
wanted to separate themselves 
from the Jews, and in 325 CE 
the Council of Nicea ordered, 
among many other anti-Jewish 
regulations, that Christians were 

not allowed to observe Jewish 
Passover, but that they were to 
celebrate the resurrection on a 
new Christian holiday, namely on 
Easter Sunday.

Although according to Saddu-
cean reckoning the Feast of the 
Firstfruits coincides with Christi-
an Passover/Easter Sunday, many 
Christians have forgotten the con-
nection that exists between the 
resurrection and the feast God 
had ordered Israel to observe. 
It is wonderful that in these last 
days so many believers in Yeshua 
seek to grasp their faith in its ori-
ginal context. When Christians 
celebrate Messiah´s resurrection 
as the God-appointed Feast of 
the Firstfruits, it is possible that 
it in a beautiful way draws the 
Jews´ attention to Yeshua of Na-
zareth as the promised Saviour of 
Israel and the whole world. 

Then it will be clear that all really 
happened according to the Scrip-
tures. We will be encouraged in 
our faith like those two disciples 
on the road to Emmaus to whom 
the risen Messiah taught ”begin-
ning with Moses … what was said 

in all the Scriptures conserning 
himself” (Luke 24:27).

But along with this annual fe-
ast in commemoration of the 
Messiah´s resurrection, the truth 
of resurrection must be alive in us 
every day. In the Apostle Paul´s 
profound words:
”I have been crucified with Christ 
and I no longer live but Christ li-
ves in me” (Gal.2:20).

The same mighty power that 
raised Yeshua from the dead 
causes this life of the Messiah to 
live in us. It is the power of the 
Holy Spirit which is promised to 
every person whose sins have 
been forgiven through the blood 
of Yeshua. In biblical baptism we 
have a beautiful picture of how 
the ego-centered life is washed 
away and the Messiah´s life in the 
Holy Spirit takes over.

”Or don´t you know that all of us 
who were baptised into Christ Je-
sus were baptised into his death? 
We were therefore buried with 
him through baptism into death 
in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the 

glory of the father, we too may 
live a new life. If we have been 
united with him like this in his 
death, we will certainly also be 
united with him in his resurrecti-
on” (Rom. 6:3-5). 

For me the most important 
events in world history are these: 
Yeshua´s death, burial, and resur-
rection. As strong as is the reli-
ability of these three and God´s 
power manifested in them, as 
great will their impact be on us, 
when we surrender to Yeshua. 
Your salvation and strength to 
live to God´s honour do not come 
from you but from Yeshua, who 
died and was resurrected for you. 
When you belong to him, you 
may live in his power – the life of 
resurrection.

Sources: Kasdan, Barney, God´s 
appointed times, pp 39-47, 1993, 
USA.
    Bacchiocchi, Samuele, 
The Time of Crucifixion and Re-
surrection, p 44, 1988, USA
Scripture quotations from the 
Holy Bible, New International 
Version.

A sundown at ocean, seen from the hills of the city of Haifa. Photo: Markus Nurmesniemi
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Passover
Foundation for Christianity and Judaism

**********

Written by:
 John D. Garr, Ph.D.

Passover, the first festival of the 
biblical liturgical calendar, is basic 
to both Judaism and Christianity, 
for both Judaism and Christianity 
are founded on events that oc-
curred on this day. Perhaps more 
significantly than any other thing, 
Passover links Jews and Christians 
in a commonality of faith that is 
inseparable.

For the Jewish people, Passover 
was the day some 3,500 years 
ago when they were delivered 
from the slavery of Egyptian task-
masters. The blood of the paschal 
lamb applied to the doors of their 
houses spared them from the ter-
ror which Yahweh visited upon 
Egypt that caused Pharaoh to 
relent and release the Israelites 
from bondage. Passover, then, is 
at the beginning of the year (on 
the fourteenth day of the first 
month, Nisan [March-April] ) be-
cause God’s calendar begins with 
redemption.

For Christians, Passover was the 
day nearly 2,000 years ago when 
“God . . . gave his only begotten 
Son” to be the perfect Paschal 
Lamb whose blood would save 

mankind from an even more one-
rous slavery than that experien-
ced by Israel in Egypt, the bonda-
ge of sin and death. Jesus Christ 
elected to become incarnate as 
a Jew among his Jewish brethren 
so that he could die and thereby 
deliver those who would believe 
upon him from both sin and the 
death of eternal separation from 
the Eternal Father (Hebrews 2:9, 
14, 15). Christianity is founded 
upon that first New Testament 
Passover, which for all believers is 
a festival of redemption.

Martin Buber, one of the twen-
tieth century’s greatest thinkers, 
observed that Jews and Christi-
ans have two things in common: 
a Book and an expectation (the 
Bible and the hope of Messiah’s 
coming). To this we could add a 
third thing: the foundation of our 
respective faiths. In both the first 
Old Testament Passover and the 
first New Testament Passover, the 
theme is redemption, and the ba-
sis for redemption is God’s grace. 
Neither Israel nor Christian belie-
vers merited their deliverance. It 
was only by grace through faith 
that both were redeemed. God’s 
grace created faith in Israelite 
hearts that produced obedience 
to God’s requirement: “sacrifice a 

lamb and apply its blood to your 
houses.” God’s grace continues to 
create faith in the hearts of those 
who hear the good news of his 
salvation through Messiah Jesus: 
“confess with your mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and believe in your 
heart that God has raised him 
from the dead.”

The Jewish people have been 
faithful each year for some 2,500 
years to celebrate the festival of 
Passover that Yahweh comman-
ded them to remember in perpe-
tuity. Each Jewish father uses this 
occasion annually to teach his 
own children about the fact that 
they personally were delivered 
from Egypt when their ancestors 
obeyed God’s voice. In effect, 
the Passover Seder that is celeb-
rated in each Jewish household 
is both a memorial and a reena-
ctment of that first Passover night 
when God’s sovereign act freed 
Abraham’s children and prepared 
the way for the fulfillment of the 
promise that he had made to Ab-
raham over 400 years before.

The earliest Christians continued 
in this tradition of celebrating 
Passover annually. Taking their 
cue from the commandment of 
their Lord to remember his death 

until he returns, they met toget-
her on the day of Passover (Nisan 
14) each year to memorialize the 
death and resurrection of Jesus 
by observing the liturgy that he 
prescribed when he gave his dis-
ciples the unleavened bread of 
the Passover Seder, saying, “Take, 
eat; this is my body which is bro-
ken for you,” and offered them 
the Seder’s cup of redemption, 
saying, “Drink; this is the cup of 
the new covenant in my blood.”
 
Despite the fact that subsequent 
Judaeophobia, anti-Judaism, and 
anti-Semitism caused the church 
to abandon this foundational 
part of its biblical Judaic herita-
ge, Christians today have every 
reason to remember the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
at the time of Passover. Surely it 
is time to restore this foundatio-
nal remembrance of redemption 
that is basic to both Judaism and 
Christianity.

Passover – Sacrifice and Baptism

On the very first Passover, the 
physical liberation that ancient 
Israel experienced through the 
outstretched arm of Yahweh, 
their God, was not an end in it-
self. It was only the beginning, 

Photo: Markus Nurmesniemi
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the corporeal freedom that made 
possible their pilgrimage to spiri-
tual redemption. Every observant 
Jew since the time of the Exodus 
from Egyptian bondage has affir-
med the fact that man’s freedom 
does not consist in physical libe-
ration alone because immediate-
ly after remembering the day of 
deliverance, he begins the count-
down toward Pentecost and spiri-
tual redemption.
 
This is the time of the counting of 
the omer, the seven weeks and 
one day from which we get the 
term Pentecost (fiftieth). The only 
reason which Yahweh and Moses 
gave for commanding Pharaoh to 
”let my people go!” was ”so that 
they may celebrate a festival unto 
me in the wilderness” (Exodus 
5:1, New Revised Standard ver-
sion). Without the fifty days that 
followed the first Passover and 
without the Mt. Sinai Pentecost 
experience that concluded those 
days, Israel’s deliverance would 
have been meaningless, for wit-
hout the giving of the Torah, the 
exodus was incomplete. Passover 
alone would have produced a 
free nomadic people who would 
have vanished into the sands of 
time.
The Passover-Pentecost conti-
nuum produced a kingdom of 
priests, a continuing witness that 
has impacted all the nations of 
the world. 

The first fifty days of Israel’s jour-
ney toward the Promised Land 
were replete with miracles con-
firming God’s will that his people 
come to worship him and receive 
his Torah. Foremost among these 
was the Red Sea event. With im-
passable waters in front of them 
and Pharaoh’s armies behind 
them, Israel stood on the brink of 
annihilation. They had just been 
delivered from onerous slavery 
when Pharaoh commanded them 
to leave Egypt, finally submitting 
to God’s will when he saw the 
lifeless form of his own firstborn 
son, the result of God’s tenth and 
final plague upon Egypt. But Pha-
raoh had second thoughts and 
initiated hot pursuit of his slaves.

In the midst of the swirling emo-
tions of impending doom, Moses 
relayed God’s simple word to his 
people: ”Stand still and see the 
salvation of God.” (Exodus 14:13) 
An east wind then parted the wa-
ters of the Red Sea, inviting the 

children of Israel to use a new-
ly—opened highway of public 
access to safety. God’s word was 
clear: “Go forward, move on!” Six 
hundred thousand men, plus wo-
men and children, then began the 
march between walls of water, in 
what must have been a terrifying 
challenge.

Each Israeli had to have profound 
faith in God and in his prophet. 
They had left Egypt because Pha-
raoh had commanded it. Now, 
they walked into the Sea because 
they chose to believe God would 
save them from the turbid waters 
that towered above their heads. 
The extent of their faith is under-
scored by the fact that shortly 
after the last Israeli passed bet-
ween the waters, Pharaoh’s en-
tire army drowned where Israel 
had crossed unharmed!

Israel´s Corporate Baptism

In I Corinthians 10:1-4, the 
apostle Paul compares the Red 
Sea crossing with baptism, ma-
king it and Israel’s subsequent 
actions spiritual events. ”…our 
fathers were under the cloud, all 
passed through the sea, all were 
baptized into Moses in the cloud 
and in the sea, all ate the same 
spiritual food; and all drank the 
same spiritual drink. For they 
drank of that spiritual Rock that 
followed them, and that Rock was 
Christ.”

All of Israel was baptized in the 
Red Sea, and all of Israel drank 
spiritual drink from Jesus the 
Rock. What a profound state-
ment, pregnant with meaning!

First Israel was physically delive-
red from bondage when Yahweh 
”passed over” their houses be-
cause he saw the blood circling 
their doors. Then, they were 
baptized in the Red Sea in what 
was both a physical and spiritual 
exercise. All of Israel that had just 
escaped death now experienced 
a death, burial, and resurrection 
in the Red Sea. When they walked 
down the slopes into the sea’s 
bottom, they surrendered their 
lives to the authority and will of 
God. They died to self. Then, they 
were buried for a time between 
the walls of water. Finally, they 
were resurrected to a new life of 
freedom from Pharaoh’s pursuing 
armies when they climbed up 
the eastern shore of the Red Sea. 

Their lives were no longer their 
own; they had surrendered them 
to the pleasure of God and had 
received them again as his gift of 
life and freedom.

The timing of the Red Sea event 
coincided with what would later 
become the festival of unleave-
ned bread. Could it be that God 
was using this exercise to remo-
ve the leaven of Egypt from the 
lives of the Israelis just as he was 
physically removing them from 
Egypt? It could well be that this 
event even occurred at the time 
of what would later be the fes-
tival of firstfruits. What better 
metaphor could God have chosen 
than to reveal the coming death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ the firstfruits (I Corinthians 
15:20, 23) in the figurative death, 
burial, and resurrection of Israel 
in the Red Sea?

In a very real sense, Israel had 
been reborn. Now, they were 
ready to journey to the mountain 
of God, there to enter into a co-
venant to become God’s bride. 
When Yahweh thundered from 
Sinai in a voice that shook the 
earth and was heard abound the 
globe in all languages, only Israel 
that had been reborn in the wa-
ters of Red Sea baptism respon-
ded to his commandments: ”We 
will do, and we will be obedient.” 
(Exodus 24:7)

The moment they agreed to ac-
cept and do God’s Torah, their 
Passover experience was comple-
te, they were delivered from spi-
ritual bondage to sin and death. 
For the first time since Adam and 
Eve in the garden, man was of-
fered the choice of life or death, 
blessing or cursing (Deuterono-
my 30:19). Whereas before that 
time sin and death reigned over 
all men (Romans 5:14), now some 
could chose to live, to drink of the 
Rock physically for life in the de-
sert and to drink of the Rock spiri-
tually unto life eternal.

The Concept of Baptism

The concept of baptism is encap-
sulated in the word immersion. 
To be baptized is to be immersed 
in something, whether it be in re-
pentance, in sanctification, in the 
Holy Spirit, in the body of Mes-
siah, in suffering, in death, or in 
water. In whatever form it is ma-
nifested, it represents a complete 

surrender to God, to his will and 
his Word.

We understand the truth of this 
concept when we recall that a 
long-standing Jewish immersi-
on tradition was antecedent to 
Christian baptism. John the Bap-
tizer did not simply have a heat 
stroke in the Judaean desert and 
suddenly invent the idea of bap-
tism from whole cloth! He — as 
well as the Messianic believers 
after him — was continuing a Je-
wish tradition. Just as Israel had 
been delivered from Egypt by 
the blood of the paschal lamb, 
so Gentiles who were prosely-
tized to Judaism were initiated 
into Jewish faith by circumcision. 
Just as Israel had been baptized in 
the Red Sea, so proselytes were 
required to be immersed in the 
waters of Israel’s mikvot (ritual 
immersion pools filled with ”li-
ving water” either from a flowing 
stream or from rain). Then, just as 
Israel came before Sinai to recei-
ve God’s law, converted believers 
were taught the same Torah.

Not only Gentile proselytes but 
also the Jews themselves sub-
mitted themselves to the waters 
of the mikveh. When they expe-
rienced any ceremonial unclean-
ness, they immersed themsel-
ves in the water, not to cleanse 
themselves physically, but to de-
monstrate their submission to the 
washing of God’s Word.

Many teachers among the Jews 
had come to characterize the 
mikveh experience as a death, 
burial, and resurrection. Some 
had even considered it an oppor-
tunity to reenter the waters of 
the womb and be reborn. Paul’s 
use of these metaphors is more 
clearly understood when they are 
returned to the Hebrew matrix 
from which they came. Believers 
in Messiah Jesus were conside-
red to have been immersed in his 
death, buried with him in baptism 
so that they could be raised in a 
newness of life (Romans 6:3-5). 

They were born again (from abo-
ve) in the metaphor that Nicode-
mus, the Israeli rabbi, understood 
as it applied to proselytes’ being 
born again when they accepted 
the Torah and were circumcised, 
but did not know how to apply to 
Jesus’ new teaching (John 3:3, 5). 
Their initiatory baptism rite, like 
their Israeli ancestors, was not 
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for physical uncleanness, but for 
the answer of a good conscience 
before God (I Peter 3:21). Anyo-
ne who did not repent from sins 
entered the water a dry sinner 
and came out a wet sinner! Wa-
ter baptism was efficacious only 
if the heart was immersed in the 
Godly sorrow of repentance (II 
Corinthians 7:10).

Baptism and Repentance

When John came baptizing in Jor-
dan, both the exercise and the lo-
cation had profound significance. 
The Baptizer was telling all of Is-
rael that they, like Gentile prose-
lytes, needed to immerse them-
selves first in repentance and 
then in water. He brought them 
to the Jordan at the same place 
where their forefathers had cros-
sed on dry land (a second genera-
tion experiencing a second water 
baptism as they passed through 
the waters of the Jordan River). 

Here at the ford of the Jordan 
that had parted when the priests 
had taken the ark of the covenant 
from the wilderness into the pro-
mised land, John urged his fellow 
Jews to turn their backs on the 
land of Israel, reenter the water, 
and then turn in true repentance 
to renew their covenant with Yah-
weh. The Hebrew word for the re-
pentance which John demanded 
is teshuvah, meaning to turn.

A physical act of turning, of im-
mersing in water, demonstrated 
what was occurring inwardly. Is-
rael was receiving the opportuni-
ty to accept the kingdom of God, 
welcoming Yahweh’s dominion in 
their lives and preparing for the 
coming of their Messiah.

Christian Passover and Baptism

Christians are empowered by 
God’s grace to allow faith to be 
produced in their hearts (Ephe-
sians 2:8) as they hear the word 
of the gospel (Romans 10:17). 
The moment they do, they eat 
of the Lamb that was sacrificed 
on the day of Passover (I Corint-
hians 5:7, John 6:53), and in that 
act of faith, they are set free. God 
passes over their sins, accepting 
their faith and imputing to them 
in return the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ (Romans 4:22-24), 
Then, being freely justified by his 
grace, believers in Messiah have 
peace with God (Romans 5:1).

A new believer in Christ experi-
ences the reality of that which 
Israel’s experiences foreshado-
wed. His Passover is not just a 
day of memorial — it is a person: 
Christ our Passover. His Shabbat 
is not merely a rest day — it is 
a person: Jesus, the Lord of the 
Sabbath. His Mikveh is not just 
a pool of water — it is the wa-
shing of the water by the Word 
of God (Ephesians 5:26) in which 

the truth sanctifies and cleanses 
(John 17:17).

He receives not a law engraved by 
the finger of God on stone tablets 
— he receives the indwelling 
Lawgiver, himself, the Holy Spirit. 
He becomes Jewish in spirit when 
his heart experiences the circum-
cision which the prophet envisio-
ned (Jeremiah 4:4; Romans 2:29). 
He comes not to a physical moun-
tain burning with fire — he joins 
the spiritual Zion, the heavenly 
Jerusalem (Hebrews 12:21, 22). 

Each time a new believer is initi-
ated into Christian faith through 
the baptism of repentance, he is 
participating in a long-standing 
tradition that church inherited 
from Judaism. He partakes of 
the Passover Lamb whose blood 
covers and removes his sins. He 
takes of the unleavened bread of 
sweetness that replaces the bit-
ter leaven of his sin. 

Through the waters of baptism 
he demonstrates to the sinful 
world just as Israel demonstrated 
to Pharaoh that the God of the 
Bible is a deliverer, one who helps 
his chosen people pass from the 
curse of death into the promise 
of everlasting life by being trans-
lated from the darkness of this 
world into the kingdom of Mes-
siah (Colossians 1:13). He is dead 
to the world through the death 
of Christ, buried with him in bap-

tism, and raised to the newness 
of life.

Insights on the impact of Passo-
ver upon the historical Christi-
an worship experience can be 
learned from Dr. Garr’s book, 
Christian Celebrations for Passo-
ver (A Christian Passover Hagga-
dah) and from his new book, Pas-
sover: Festival of Redemption for 
Christians and Jews. For informa-
tion see www.restorationfounda-
tion.org/bookstore.htm , write 
Restoration Foundation, P. O. Box 
421218, Atlanta, GA 30342, or 
phone (678) 6153568.

(This article is compound with 
two of Dr Garr´s articles: Passo-
ver - Foundation for Christianity 
and Judaism and Passover—Sac-
rifice and Baptism.)

© Restore! All rights reserved. 
This material may not be repro-
duced in any form without the 
express written permission of the 
editor.
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”For we know in part, and we 
prophesy in part” (1 Cor 13:9)

The Fig-tree – Israel – the most 
important sign of the age

”Now learn this lesson from the 
fig-tree: As soon as its twigs get 
tender and its leaves come out, 
you know that summer is near. 
Even so, when you see all these 
things, you know that it is near, 
right at the door. I tell you the 
truth, this generation will certain-
ly not pass away until all these 
things have happened. Heaven 
and earth will pass away but 
my words will never pass away” 
(Matthew 24:32-33).

While teaching at the Mount of 
Olives Yeshua admonishes his dis-
ciples to learn from the parable of 
the fig-tree. He says, ”When you 
see all these things, you know 
that it is near, right at the door.” 
This means that when the signs 
of Messiah´s coming mentioned 

in Mount of Olive´s prophetical 
teaching appear one by one, it 
is not yet the End. That is to say 
that when all these signs given by 
Yeshua in his prophetical speech 
come true in front of our very 
eyes, the coming of the Lord is 
right at the door.

The second thing Yeshua the 
Messiah told them to pay attenti-
on to are the changes happening 
in the fig-tree.
In particular the time when the 
leaves come out would be a sign 
of the nearness of His coming 
and of the ultimate fulfilment of 
all things.
What is this fig-tree?
Israel is God´s fig-tree

”For the Lord your God is bringing 
you into a good land – a land with 
streams and pools of water, with 
springs flowing in the valleys and 
hills; a land with wheat and bar-
ley, vines and fig-trees, pomegra-
nates, olive oil and honey” (Deu-
teronomy 8:7-8)

”When I found Israel, it was like 

finding grapes in the desert; 
when I saw your fathers, it was 
like seeing the early fruit on the 
fig-tree” (Hosea 9:10)

Israel is the land of the fig-tree. It 
is God´s fig-tree that the heaven-
ly gardener Himself takes care of 
waiting for it to bear fruit (Luke 
13:6-9).

Cursed by Yeshua, the fig-tree 
withered

”What misery is mine! I am like 
one who gathers summer fruit at 
the gleaning of the vineyard; the-
re is no cluster of grapes to eat, 
none of the early figs that I crave. 
The godly have been swept from 
the land; all men lie in wait to 
shed blood, each hunts his brot-
her with a net” (Micah 7:1-2).

”The next day as they were lea-
ving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 
Seeing in the distance a fig-tree in 
leaf, he went to find out if it had 
any fruit. When he reached it, he 
found nothing but leaves, becau-
se it was not the season for figs. 

Then he said to the tree, ´May 
no-one ever eat fruit from you 
again.´ And his disciples heard 
him say it… In the morning, as 
they went along, they saw the 
fig-tree withered from the roots. 
Peter remembered and said to Je-
sus, ́ Rabbi, look! The fig-tree that 
you cursed has withered!´ Have 
faith in God´, Jesus answered” 
(Mark 11:12-14, 20-22). 

Walking towards Jerusalem with 
His disciples, Yeshua did somet-
hing strange. He cursed a fruitless 
fig-tree, and the tree withered 
from the roots. Thus He, to begin 
with, fulfilled Micah´s prophecy 
of the fig-tree in which no early 
figs can be found, meaning with 
this the unbelieving, hypocritical, 
miserable, and fallen spiritual 
state of the Jewish people. (Luke 
13:6-9). 
No real faith in God, no fruit of the 
Spirit was found in the majority of 
the people (Gal. 5:18-23). Yeshua 
also knew beforehand that He, 
their Jewish Messiah, would be 
rejected by the people ´s cor-
rupt spiritual leaders as well as 

Prophetical Perspectives
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**********



15
by most of the common people. 
(However, in the days of the Early 
church many thousands,maybe 
tens of thousands Jews believed 
in Yeshua; Acts 2:37-42; 9:31; 
21:17-26.) Yeshua was weeping 
when He said what would hap-
pen as a result of this rejection: 
the enemy would occupy Jerusa-
lem in the days of their genera-
tion and the land would become 
desolate because they did not 
recognize the time of God´s co-
ming to them (Luke 19:41-44; 
21:20-24). 

This happened in the year 70 
when the Romans took over Jeru-
salem; the temple was destroyed, 
over a million Jews were killed 
during the three-year siege, and 
many people were taken to Rome 
where they were sold as slaves 
amongst the nations. In the yea-
rs 132-135 there was the Bar 
Kochban revolt, which the Roman 
army put down. The name of Je-
rusalem was changed into Aelia 
Capitolina, and the land itself was 
given the name Palestine accor-
ding to Philistines, ancient arch-
enemies of Israel, and the Jews 
were forbidden to go there  on 
pain of penalty. That was the end 
of the Jewish nation; the land re-
mained deserted for almost two 
thousand years. The fig-tree wit-

hered from the roots.

The leaves of the fig-tree came 
out in 1948 

”For I will take you out of the na-
tions; I will gather you from all 
the countries and bring you back 
into your own land. I will sprinkle 
clean water on you, and you will 
be clean; I will cleanse you from 
all your impurities  and from all 
your idols. I will give you a new 
heart and put a new spirit in you: 
I will remove from you your heart 
of stone and give you a heart of 
flesh. And I will put my Spirit in 
you and move you to follow my 
decrees and be careful to keep 
my laws. You will live in the land I 
gave your forefathers; you will be 
my people and I will be your God” 
(Ezekiel 36:24-28).

Although the fig-tree withered 
from the roots, it was not the 
end of it. God left a stump in the 
ground, from which a new fig-
tree would spring up (Job 14:8-9). 
Several Bible prophecies predict 
that as certainly as the Lord will 
send the Jewish people into exile 
to live in diaspora among the na-
tions and cause the land to be de-
serted because of disobedience, 
as certainly will He gather them 
from among the nations at the 

end of the days. (Numbers 26:38-
45; Isaiah 14:1-2; Jeremiah 31:1-
14, Ezekiel 37).

This became reality on the 14th 
of May in 1948, when the nation 
of Israel was reborn after almost 
two thousand years of desola-
tion- much to the amazement 
of many so called expert scho-
lars who strongly doubted the-
se prophecies would ever come 
true. When Israel became an in-
dependent nation, the leaves of 
the fig-tree came out; that is the 
understanding of many scholars 
of the prophetical word. (There 
are scholars who apply the fig-
tree parable to mean Jerusalem, 
but we do not see the Bible giving 
much support to this theory.) 
Israel´s rebirth as a nation was 
the beginning of the prophetical 
countdown of the end time. Isra-
el is God´s clock inthe end times, 
and by watching it, we will be on 
the pulse of the times.

Has the church substituted
Israel?

”This is what the Lord says, he 
who appoints the sun to shine by 
day, who decrees the moon and 
stars to shine by night, who stirs 
up the sea so that its waves roar 
– the Lord Almighty is his name: 

Only if these decrees vanish from 
my sight, declares the Lord, will 
the descendants of Israel ever 
cease to be a nation before me. 
This is what the Lord says: Only 
if the heavens above can be me-
asured and the foundations of 
the earth below be searched out 
will I reject all the descendants 
of Israel because of all they have 
done, declares the Lord” (Jeremi-
ah 31:35-37).

”I ask then: Did God reject his 
people? By no means! I am an 
Israelite myself, a descendant of 
Abraham, from the tribe of Ben-
jamin… As far as the gospel is 
concerned, they are enemies on 
your account; but as far as elec-
tion is concerned, they are loved 
on account of the patriarchs, for 
God´s gifts and his call are irrevo-
cable” (Romans 11:1,28-29).

According to the interpretation of 
the Bible of some Christian mo-
vements, the promises that God 
gave physical Israel are no longer 
valid, because the Jewish people 
has broken the covenant and re-
jected their Messiah. Their view 
is that the so called ”spiritual Is-
rael”, or the church, has replaced 
physical Israel, and all the promi-
ses God has given it now belong 
to the church, and the physical 

The editor of Yovel-magazine is gazing the fading darkness through cafeteria´s window situated on top of Pyhätunturi hill in Lapland.
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Israel is left with the curses at the 
most. This interpretation is called 
Replacement theology.

Jeremiah gives, however, a very 
clear answer to these replace-
ment theologians. God will reject 
Israel definitively because of its 
sins only when the sun does not 
come up in the morning and all 
the laws of heaven collapse. Only 
then will Israel cease to be God´s 
chosen people.  The apostle Paul 
is also very clear: he tells us to 
cast away such a doctrine from 
the church. God does not repent 
the call He has given to Israel, alt-
hough most of the Jewish peop-
le still walk in spiritual blindness 
and unbelief. The apostle Paul 
warns Gentile believers not to 
boast over the natural branches, 
that is Jewish believers (Romans 
11:17-29). 

We might also ask Replacement 
theologians this question: If 
God´s promises concerning the 
exile, the desolation of the land, 
and the gathering of the Israeli 
from among the nations have 
come true and are for all to see 
precisely in the physical Israel, 
why then wouldn´t all the rest 
of the prophecies be fulfilled in 
the physical Israel as well?  Con-
sistency in the interpretation 
of prophecies requires that the 
physical remnant of Israel, after 
returning to the land God promi-
sed to their fathers by oath, will 
be renewed spiritually and will 
experience the pouring out ot 
the Spirit of God; the remnant of 
the people of the physical Israel 
will be a born again people of 
priests in the Messiah´s Kingdom 
of Peace (Isa. 61:4-6; Ezek. 36:24-
29; 39:28-29).

Are we the last generation?

”He told them this parable: ´Look 
at the fig-tree and all the trees. 
When they sprout leaves, you can 
see for yourselves and know that 
summer is near. Even so, when 
you see these things happening, 
you know that the kingdom of 
God is near. I tell you the truth, 
this generation will certainly not 
pass away until all these things 
have happened. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my 

words will  never pass away” ( 
Luke 21:29-33)

When Yeshua told the parable 
of the fig-tree, he said that the 
generation that saw this happen 
would not pass away. Many Bible 
scholars have the understanding 
that the meaning of this is that 
the generation that saw the nati-
on of Israel be born on the 14th 
of May in 1948 will not pass enti-
rely away until all the prophetical 
events have happened, which the 
Lord told would be signs of His 
coming and of the end of the age. 

However, we need to bear in 
mind that our undestanding of 
the prophetical word is limited, 
and when we study and interpret 
the prophetical timetable of the 
Bible our understanding is even 
more limited, which makes the 
possibility of wrong interpretati-
on very big. What we are trying 
to explain  in this study is only 
product of the writer´s limited 
understanding.

It must be noted, though, that 
prophetical predictions of the 
Bible will surely come true at the 
time and in the way God has de-
termined even if our interpretati-
on is wrong. The closer the time 
of fulfilment is drawing, the bet-
ter we will understand (1 Cor.8:2; 
13:9; Dan. 12:4). In spite of our li-
mited understanding we will now 
look at some biblical prophetical 
timetables.

God has set times and dates

”So when they met together, they 
asked him, ´Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the king-
dom to Israel?´ He said to them: 
´It is not for you to know the ti-
mes and dates the Father has 
set by his own authority´” ( Acts 
1:6-7).

”Now brothers, about times and 
dates we do not need to write to 
you, for you know very well that 
the day of the Lord will come like 
a thief in the night” (1 Tess.5:1-2)

”The sixth angel sounded his 
trumpet, and I heard a voice co-
ming from the horns of the gol-
den altar that is before God. It 

said to the sixth angel who had 
the trumpet, ´Release the four 
angels who are bound at the gre-
at river Euphrates.´ And the four 
angels who had been kept ready 
for this very hour and day and 
month and year were released to 
kill a third of the mankind” (Reve-
lation 9:13-15).

When Yeshua´s disciples asked 
Him about the time of restorati-
on of Israel, He told them that it 
was not meant for them to know 
the times and dates God had set, 
but that powered by the pouring 
out of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 
they would become Messiah´s 
witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria and to the ends of the 
earth (Acts 1:8;2:1-4; Luke 24:46-
49).

The Messiah knew that many a 
century would pass before God 
gathers the Israeli at the end of 
the days from among the nations 
to their own land, and the nati-
on of Israel is born again. For us 
who have witnessed the rebirth 
of Israel on the 14th of May 1948, 
which brings the day of the Lord 
nearer, it is easier to understand 
secrets of the divine agenda, but 
it is wise to be careful in our in-
terpretations, for only God knows 
the exact times and dates which 
He has set and sovereignly cont-
rols.

The day of the Lord will take the 
godless world and sleeping belie-
vers by surprise, like a thief in the 
night. God has ordained everyt-
hing to take place to the year, to 
the month, to the day and to the 
hour, and when He, at the sound 
of the sixth trupet, releases the 
powers of destruction at the river 
Euphrates, everything culmina-
tes in a scene where enormous 
armed forces of 200 million men 
wage war on the earth, and in the 
end a third of the mankind is kil-
led through fire and sulphur. 

Even now we have taste of this 
through the wars that have been 
ravaging the Middle East in Syria 
and Iraq for many years –  and ot-
hers have joined the war: Hizbol-
lah in Lebanon, and Turkey and 
Iran, and the superpowers USA 
and Russia.

Prophet Hosea´s two days

”Then I will go back to my place 
until they admit their guilt. And 
they will seek my face; in their mi-
sery they will earnestly seek me. 
Come, let us return to the LORD. 
He has torn us to pieces but he 
will heal us; he has injured us but 
he will bind up our wounds. After 
two days he will revive us; on the 
third day he will restore us, that 
we may live in his presence. Let 
us acknowledge the LORD; let us 
press on to acknowledge him. As 
surely as the sun rises (Hebrew 
OT ´shachar´), he will appear; he 
will come to us like the winter 
rains, like the spring rains that 
water the earth” (Hosea 5:15-
6:3).

”First of all, you must understand 
that in the last days scoffers will 
come, scoffing and following 
their own evil desires. They will 
say, ´Where is this ´coming´ he 
promised? Ever since our fathers 
died, everything goes on as it has 
since the beginning of the creati-
on´… But do not forget this one 
thing, dear friends: With the Lord 
a day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like a day. 
The Lord is not slow in keeping 
his promise, as some understand 
slowness. He is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance. 
But the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief” (2 Peter 3:3-4, 8-10a).

”I, Jesus, have sent my angel to 
give you this testimony for the 
churches, I am the Root and 
the Offspring of David, and the 
bright Morning Star (Hebrew NT 
´shachar´) (Rev.22:16).

Hosea gives us a very interesting 
prophecy of Messiah´s agenda. 
It says that Yeshua the Messiah 
will go back to heaven to His pla-
ce at the right hand of the Father 
until the day the people of Isra-
el acknowledge their guilt. Then 
the prophecy promises that Is-
rael will be made alive after two 
days and on the third day they 
will be restored. This prophecy 
has been applied to the passion 
of Messiah and His resurrection 
on the third day, and that inter-
pretation is quite possible, too, 
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but most importantly it points 
to the fact that two days – about 
two millenia – will pass after the 
ascension of the Messiah (about 
30 AD) until He, the Morning Star, 
will come back and Israel will live 
before Him as a nation of priests 
in Messiah´s Kingdom. At the 
Messiah´s coming the world will 
experience the spring rains of the 
Holy Spirit, the last great pouring 
of the Spirit in this age, and a re-
vival just before the taking up of 
the church.

How many years is the life of one 
generation?

”The LORD´s anger burned 
against Israel and he made them 
wander in the desert for forty 
years, until the whole generation 
of those who had done evil in his 
sight was gone” (Numbers 32:13).

”You will arise and have compas-
sion on Zion, for it is time to show 
favour to her; the appointed time 
has come. For her stones are dear 
to your servants; her very dust 
moves them to pity. The nations 
will fear the name of the LORD, all 
the kings of the earth will revere 
your glory. For the LORD will re-
build Zion and appear in his glory. 
He will respond to the prayer of 
the destitute; he will not despi-
se their plea. Let this be written 
for a future generation (Hebrew 
OT: le´dor acharon_ to the last 
generation), that a people not 

yet created may praise the LORD: 
the LORD looked down from his 
sanctuary on high, from heaven 
he viewed the earth, to hear the 
groans of the prisoners and re-
lease those condemned to death. 
So the name of the LORD will be 
declared in Zion and his praise in 
Jerusalem when the peoples and 
the kingdoms assemble to wor-
ship the LORD” (Psalm 102:13-
22).

”Thus there were fourteen ge-
nerations in all from Abraham 
to David, fourteen from David to 
the exile to Babylon, and four-
teen from the exile to the Christ” 
(Matthew 1:17).

The Psalmist prays a prophetical 
prayer according to which the 
Lord will rebuild Zion, once more 
in ruins, close to the time when 
He will appear in His glory to 
establish His Kingdom of Peace 
on the earth, and the peoples 
will serve the Lord in a big scale 
(Isaiah 2:1-4; Zachariah 14:16-
19). 

All this had to be written to the 
last generation of the age, so that 
the future restored nation of Isra-
el would praise the Lord. Yeshua 
expressed this idea of restorati-
on of Israel in His parable of the 
fig-tree. The generation which 
would see the leaves come out in 
the fig-tree, that is the rebirth of 
the nation of Israel (14.5.1948), 

would also see all other prophe-
cies miraculously come true.

How many years is the age of a 
generation, then? What does the 
Bible say? There area various in-
terpretations of which we will 
here look at some.

* The most common view has 
been 40 years. This figure is based 
on the disappearance of the de-
sert generation of Moses´time. 
This view was shared by many 
scholars up to the eighties (and 
that was my understanding, too, 
up to the early eighties). Accor-
ding to this interpretation the age 
of the generation should have 
been reached in 1988. Nothing 
very remarkable happened that 
year, why? We have to keep in 
mind that in the desert only the 
disobediant died during those 40 
years, but men of faith like Joshua 
and Caleb lived after the 40 years 
had passed(Num. 32:10-13; Jo-
shua 14:6-15). According to this it 
took over 40 years for a generati-
on to disappear completely.

* In the genealogy of Matthew´s 
gospel there are 42 generations 
from Abraham to the Messiah, 
which gives 48 years (2000:42) as 
the average age of a generation. 
These 48 years have already amp-
ly passed since the independance 
of Israel, which means that the 
age of a generation must be more 
than 48 years.

* On Psalm 90 is founded the in-
terpretation according to which 
the age of a generations is 70 to 
80 years (Psalm 90:1, 9-10).

* From the times of Noah dates 
the number of 120 years for the 
age of a generation (it would rat-
her be the maximal age of today´s 
man). Moses lived to be 120 years 
old, and not many reach that age 
today (Genesis 6:3; Deut. 34:7).

* The Greek NT uses the word 
”genea” (family, generation) 
when it speaks about a genera-
tion. Some have interpreted this 
to mean that the human race will 
not completely disappear until all 
is fulfilled. The Hebrew Bible uses 
both in the OT and the NT the 
word ”dor”, which means either 
a generation or an era, an age, 
which makes the interpretation 
of the disappearance of the hu-
man race rather unlikely.

We may draw the conclusion that 
whatever the age of a generati-
on, it seems rather obvious that 
all people of the generation who 
saw the rebirth of the state of Is-
rael after almost 2000 years, will 
not disappear completely from 
the earth until all is fulfilled and 
the Messiah comes.

The days will be shortened for 
the sake of the elect

”For then there will be great 

Antenna covered by frosty snow reaching towards the light at the end of the period of polar night in Lapland. Photo: Markus Nurmesniemi
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distress, unequalled from the 
beginning of the world until now 
– and never to be equalled again. 
If those days had not been cut 
short, no-one would survive, but 
for the sake of the elect those 
days will be shortened” (Matt-
hew 24:21-11). 

”He changes the times and 
seasons; he sets up kings and de-
poses them. He gives wisdom to 
the wise and knowledge to the 
discerning” (Daniel 2:21).

”LORD, I have heard of your fame; 
I stand in awe of your deeds, O 
LORD, renew them in our day, in 
our time make them known; in 
wrath remember mercy” (Habak-
kuk 3:2).

Good has times and seasons in 
His hands, and He can change 
them if He chooses. Hosea speaks 
about how God will revive Israel 

in two days, that is in two millen-
ia, and restore them on the third 
day. Habakkuk prays the Lord to 
renew His deeds already befo-
re time. Yeshua told us that the 
days of the great distress would 
be shortened for the sake of the 
elect, that is Israel and the belie-
vers, because without it no-one 
would survive the judgements 
of the Lord´s day of wrath. This 
means also that the times of the 
last days as given in the Bible, 
which scholars have interpreted 
and keep interpreting, will be cut 
short in a way the Lord decides. 
That will surprise even the inter-
preters (Matthew 24:44).

Only Father God knows the day 
and the hour of Messiah´s return

”No-one knows about that day 
or hour,not even the angels in 
heaven,not the Son, but only the 
Father” (Matthew 24:36)

Many scholars of the prophe-
tic word have tried to figure out 
the exact day and hour of the 
Messiah´s coming, but all their 
calculations have been and will 
be erroneous. How could it be 
possible for a man to know what 
even the angels of heaven and 
the Son of God do not know: the 
exact day and hour of His return 
(Mark 13.32).  We are able to 
deduce from the signs we have 
been given that the time is near, 
one remarkable sign being Israel, 
God´s fig-tree. We may also stu-
dy prophetical timetables and so 
enlarge our understanding, but 
what we are able to understand 
has its limits, and we do wisely 
not to fix any exact dates. What is 
relevant, is to be always ready for 
the Lord´s coming.

Yeshua´s words are a straight ans-
wer to those who teach the so 

called ”only Jesus” herecy. They 
claim that there is only one per-
son of God, Jesus, who reveals 
Himself sometimes as the Father, 
sometimes as the Son and some-
times as the Holy Spirit. This is 
not the revelation of the Bible. 
Yeshua, who is the Son of God 
and the Mediator between man 
and God the Father, is a person of 
His own, even in being one with 
the Father (John 10:30; 1 Tim.2:5; 
1 Cor. 8:5-6). Yeshua has His own 
will which He has surrendered 
under the Father´s will, and only 
God the Father knows the time 
and hour of His Son´s return ( 
Matt.26:39,42; 1 Cor 15:28). Let 
us be prepared for that hour.

Scripture quotations taken from 
the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNA-
TIONAL VERSION (NIV), Interna-
tional Bible Society, 2001.
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