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”Then have the trumpet sounded 
everywhere on the tenth day of 
the seventh month; on the Day 
of Atonement sound the trumpet 
throughout your land. Consecra-
te the fiftieth year and proclaim 
liberty throughout the land to all 
its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee  
for you; each of you is to return to 
your family property and to your 
own clan.”
(Lev. 25:9-10)
In Hebrew the fiftieth year is cal-
led Yovel, a celebration year, jubi-
lee. It is the year of the blowing of 
the ram´s horn. Thus Yovel got its 
name from the shofar announcing 
the beginning of the year.
The sound of the Yovel declares 
the beginning of a new era, the 
era of God´s favour towards Israel. 
In Hebrew the word yovel can be 
read in two ways. Either ”yovel”, 
which means a ram or a ram´s 

horn like a shofar, or in passive 
voice ”yuval”, is led or was led, 
like in Isaiah 53: ”he was led like 
a lamb to the slaughter… for the 
transgression of my people he was 
punished.”
Like a lamb which has a desire to 
follow its shepherd humbly, to be 
led, ”yuval”.
The three names of the shofar are   
like a road signs on our salvation 
path: Keren, which is the name in-
cluding the personal calling, rose 
up in smoke with the sacrificed 
ram instead of Isaac (Gen. 22:13).
On Mount Sinai the Israelites 
heard the sound of that horn, Sho-
far, for the first time when it called 
the people to make the change, a 
turn a round, teshuva.
The nation learned the sound of 
the shofar when The Lord himself 
blew the horn (Ex. 19:16).
From that point on the Israelites 

were commanded to blow them-
selves on the shofar (Lev. 25:9), 
until The Sovereign Lord himself 
blows it, this time the shofar cal-
led Yovel (Zech. 9:14).
Then He will announce freedom, 
liberation, a jubilee to all nations, 
to all of those who will hear His 
voice. 
Yeshua the Messiah, Jesus Christ, 
started his ministry in the syna-
gogue declaring with the words 
of Isaiah 61:1-2 proclaiming good 
news to the poor, freedom for the 
captives, release from darkness 
for the prisoners and proclaiming 
the year of the Lord’s favor.
Proclaiming the jubilee, which is 
The Messiah himself.
In Him is the heritage restored, the 
one we lost in the garden of Eden.
In Him is the essence of Yovel.
(http://torah-art.net)
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”I will stand at my watchpost; I will 
station myself on the rampart. I 
will look to see what [God] will say 
through me, and what I will answer 
when I am reproved” (Habakkuk 2:1,
Complete Jewish Bible, by David H. 
Stern).

All my life I have loved going up. As 
a child my passion was to climb to 
the top of the hill in my home town. 
For years I have made hiking trips to 
Lappland, and climbing up to those
barren, flat mountains of northern 
Finland has been an essential part of 
these trips. When abroad, I have also 
tried to go up to the hills and moun-
tains dominating the landscape
whenever possible.
Going up a mountain can be deman-
ding, even tiring, but once you get 
to the top your efforts will be rewar-
ded. Every time it has proved to be 
worth while. You will have a breath-
taking view with many new horizons 
in front of your eyes. You stand still, 
resting after the physical effort, ta-
king in the view. Eventual sore feet 
are forgotten, the spiritual dimen-
sion takes over. The spirit moves 
toward God in prayer, thanking and 
praising the Creator. What a great 
God we serve. Sometimes we need 
to be reminded in a concrete
way of how small we are and how 
great our Master is. And what an ar-
tist He is! And that He is in control. 
All the time.
Climbing to the top of a hill makes all 
these things tangible, clear. It draws 
us a concrete picture.
There is a hill in the town I was born 
in which is named ”Mänttä moun-
tain” after the name of the town. 
During the years I was living in Mänt-
tä I often felt the urge to go up to the
”mountain” to pray. However, only 
after I had reached the top did I 
know what I was called to pray for. 
One prayer leads to another, but the 
revelation of the next prayer doesn´t

usually come until the burden for 
the first one is over. And often only 
at the next step upwards. You bless 
the town, you bless the people. You 
ask and beg, you thank and worship.
I have been blessed and nourished 
like a little baby cuddled up in the 
majestic silence of northen Finland. 
I have been overwhelmed by peace 
in the mountains of Norway, Greece, 
Ireland, Spain, Italy, and France, or 
on the hillsides of Ethiopia, Poland, 
Germany, and Czech. I won´t speak 
about the mountains of Israel, be-
cause everything can´t be discribed 
in words.
It has also been a journey into my 
innermost being. I have unburdened 
my deepest anguish and pain. Cried 
out a loudless cry in my depression, 
a cry that only the loving God can 
hear. He has seen every false step, 
every failure, and every exasperati-
on. And even so, He stays by sinfull 
men all the time waiting that we 
take His hand He is constantly stret-
ching out. Do you know that He is 
crying with you when you are crying 
or desperate?
He sees the fear and anguish you 
try to hide. His eyes see what is hid-
den. He sees the sins we have hid-
den so carefully in the bottom dra-
wer, and still He is waiting for you to 
give them to Him. Get rid of them, 
unburden yourself, and allow your-
self to make peace with Him. Climb 
to His mountain. Go up to His cross, 
put your sins at the foot of His cross 
and leave them there. He will give 
you peace, joy, and life. It is the best 
swap of your life.
He wipes the tears, He rises, and He 
lifts up. He is the One who makes all 
things new. He nourishes and loves. 
The world may be shaken and abus-
ed, blood may cry out from the
ground, but in the middle of the 
storm there is the One with Whom 
the thirsty will find Shalom. Refuge 
and salvation, Yeshua.

”Adonai, our Lord! How glorious is 
your name throughout the earth! 
The fame of your majesty spreads 
even above the heavens! From the 
mouths of babies and infants at the
breast you established strength be-
cause of your foes, in order that you 
might silence the enemy and the 
avenger. When I look at your hea-
vens, the work of your fingers, the 
moon and stars that you set in pla-
ce – what are mere mortals [Hebrew 
OT: enosh, man, humanity] that you 
concern yourself with them: humans 
[Hebrew OT: ben Adam, son or
descent of Adam, man], that you 
watch over them with such care?” 
(Psalm 8:1-4).

”Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
joy in the God of my salvation. The 
Lord is my strength, and he will make 
my feet like hinds’ feet, and he will 
make me to walk on my high palces.” 
(Hab. 3:18-19)

With many blessings,
Markus Nurmesniemi, editor in chief



The Akedah -
From Death to Life

Written by: 
John D. Garr, Ph.D.

Abraham and Sarah had 
a few short years to enjoy 
their bundle of joy. Isaac 
was a delight to his father 
and his mother, both of 
whom knew that this child 
was a gift of God’s grace, 
the fulfillment of the divi-
ne promise that had driven 
their lives for decades. 

The intense nurturing spi-
rituality of a godly mother 
ensured that Isaac would 
be reared in the “nurtu-
re and admonition of the 
Lord.”  Indeed, his prophe-
tess mother had a divine 
gift for insight that went 
beyond what in women is 
often called intuition. 
It was Sarah’s prophetic 
gift that revealed to her 

what was not apparent to 
others. In order to support 
this gift, God instructed Ab-
raham, “Listen to whatever 
Sarah tells you, because it 
is through Isaac that your 
offspring will be reckoned.” 

This instruction to the pat-
riarch was given in the 
midst of the complex and 
potentially perilous domes-
tic situation that had de-
veloped in the relationship 
between Isaac and Ishma-
el, the son of the Egyptian 
bondwoman Hagar. 

Being the man of justice, 
deference, and mercy that 
he was, Abraham felt great 
responsibility toward both 
of his sons. 
He knew, however, that 
Isaac was the child that 
God had promised while 

Ishmael was the product of 
human reasoning that had 
searched for an alternative 
to solve what seemed like 
an impossible situation. 
This knowledge, however, 
did not restrict Abraham’s 
love for Ishmael, nor did 
it in any way diminish his 
desire that this son of con-
venience would also “live 
before the LORD.” 

The evolving problem 
reached an explosive level 
when Sarah “saw the son of 
Hagar the Egyptian, whom 
she had borne to Abraham, 
mocking.”  On the surfa-
ce of this reading, the re-
ported action would seem 
to have been innocent 
enough: it was just two 
boys playing together and 
the older making fun of the 
younger. Indeed, the lan-

guage of the text looks like 
a play on words with the 
description of Ishmael’s ac-
tion, qexec;m. (mitzachek), 
etymologically paralleled 
with qex’c.yI (Yitzhak), the 
name of Isaac. 
Ishmael was making 
fun (qexec;m.) of Isaac 
(qex’c.y). Or more simp-
ly, Ishmael was “Isaacing 
Isaac”!

Just beneath the surface, 
however, something far 
more ominous was lurking. 
Ishmael was following in his 
mother’s footsteps, deri-
ding Isaac in the same way 
in which she had scorned 
Sarah and probably was 
continuing to deride her.  

John Calvin may well have 
been right in his assess-
ment that Ishmael’s “epit-
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het” was a “malignant ex-
pression of scorn, by which 
the forward youth manife-
sted his contempt for his 
infant brother” compared 
with the positive laughter 
which was divinely impo-
sed upon Isaac.  

At any rate, competition 
for Abraham’s favor and, 
indeed, the birthright of 
Abraham’s inheritance was 
in the works. Since Ishma-
el was fourteen years older 
than Isaac, there was a con-
siderable difference in the 
thought processes of the 
two boys. 
What would have seemed 
like “fun” to the younger 
Isaac might well have been 
more malevolent in the 
mind of the older Ishmael. 

Whatever the case, Sarah 
noticed what had hap-
pened, and she “knew then 
that Ishmael would be a 
bad influence upon Isaac” 
that could well “imperil 
Isaac’s future as the second 
patriarch” of the Chosen 
People. 

The sages have suggested 
that this “mocking” was 

much more serious than 
child’s play. 

Indeed, it was sinister. They 
point out that mitzachek, 
the word which described 
Ishmael’s action toward 
Isaac, is used elsewhere 
in Scripture to denote the 
three cardinal sins  of ido-
latry,  adultery,  and mur-
der.  

From these facts, the sages 
recognized that “Ishmael’s 
behavior demonstrated 
that he was thoroughly cor-
rupt and evil.”  
As a matter of fact, Rashi 
even went so far as to sug-
gest that incest was either 
Ishmael’s covert plan or his 
overt act toward his youn-
ger brother.  

David Kimhi, known as the 
RaDaK, maintained that 
Ishmael was “scoffing at 
Isaac for having been born 
to aged parents.”  Obadiah 
Sforno said the verse indi-
cates that “Hagar had told 
Ishmael that cynics claimed 
Sarah was impregnated by 
Abimelech”  and that he 
was using this vile claim 
to sow seeds of doubt in 

young Isaac’s mind. Wha-
tever the case, Ishmael was 
mocking both Isaac and Sa-
rah and, in doing so, he was 
actually mocking his own 
father Abraham.

Casual readings of this text 
have cast Sarah in the bad 
light of being a jealous, 
overbearing, and vindicti-
ve master who abused her 
servant Hagar at every step 
of the process of surrogate 
motherhood. 

Sarah, however, has always 
been recognized among 
the Jewish sages as a grea-
ter prophet than Abraham,  
perhaps because of her 
sensitivity to righteousness 
in areas where Abraham 
seemed to have a blind 
spot.  

As a matter of fact, in rabbi-
nic midrash, Sarah was also 
called by the name Iscah, 
which can mean “anointed” 
or “seeing,” and is “a reflec-
tion of her greatness as a 
prophet.”  

Whatever the case may 
have been, because Sarah 
was, indeed, a prophetess 

of great spiritual insight, 
she reacted immediately 
to her intuition and initi-
ated the action that ensu-
red that the son of promise 
would not be further expo-
sed to challenges against 
his patrimony or to wha-
tever other evil acts might 
have been imagined in the 
midst of a divided house. 

Hagar and Ishmael were re-
moved from the household 
of Abraham. What on the 
surface may have looked 
like an act of jealous an-
ger and retribution against 
Hagar and Ishmael was ac-
tually an effort to preserve 
the integrity of the Chosen 
People through the son of 
promise. 

With the conflict removed, 
Abraham would have been 
free to focus all of his ener-
gies on the son of promise, 
the heir through whom his 
lineage was to be establis-
hed forever according to 
the divine plan.

Had this action not been 
initiated, who knows what 
may have taken place? 
Another Cain and Abel si-
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tuation could have deve-
loped, or some subtle de-
ception could have led to 
idolatry. God would not let 
this happen, however. 

He had strategically positio-
ned Sarah as a woman of vi-
sion and insight who would 
not compromise with evil, 
even in its most subtle ma-
nifestation. 
Despite the fact that her 
controlling impulses had 
created the situation in 
the first place when she 
had hoped to help God ac-
complish what seemed im-
possible, God still used her 
intuition to maintain godly 
circumstances in which her 
son would be reared as the 
progenitor of the Chosen 
People. 

The bloodline had already 
been established by divine 
command and provision. 
God was merely orchestra-
ting circumstances to ensu-
re the fact that everything 
ultimately would come to 
fulfillment just as he had 
planned and promised it.

Because God had made 
promises to Abraham re-
garding Ishmael, however, 
the Lord of heaven and 

earth worked miracles to 
preserve the young lad’s 
life so that he would be-
come the great nation that 
God had promised Abra-
ham he would be: 
“As for Ishmael, I have 
heard you; behold, I have 
blessed him, and will make 
him fruitful and multiply 
him exceedingly. He shall 
become the father of twel-
ve princes, and I will make 
him a great nation.”  

The fulfillment of this pro-
mise, however, took place 
in the absence of the pro-
tective covering of the holy 
family. Perhaps this is why 
God made this startling 
prediction about Ishmael’s 
nature to his own mot-
her: “He will be a wild ass 
of a man. His hand will be 
against everyone.” 

In the midst of conflict in 
a complex domestic situa-
tion, God was working out 
his will. His instruction to 
Abraham was clearly for 
the best: “Whatever Sarah 
says to you, listen to her.” 

The spiritual resources of 
the Patriarch of Faith would 
never be wasted on the son 
of promise as they might 

well have been on the 
son of convenience. Isaac 
would literally follow in 
his father’s footsteps, wal-
king with God and walking 
in faith and faithfulness  
to ensure the continuing 
emergence of the Chosen 
People from death to life.

An Impossible Challenge

As time passed, God pre-
sented the ultimate chal-
lenge to both Abraham and 
his son Isaac. 
In spite of all the impre-
cations that Scripture at-
tached to the horrific pagan 
practice of child sacrifice 
and immolation,  God issu-
ed this shocking command 
to Abraham: 
“Take now your son, your 
only son, whom you love, 
Isaac, and go to the land 
of Moriah, and offer him 
there as a burnt offering 
on one of the mountains of 
which I will tell you.”  

How could this be? While it 
was true that “in the ancient 
Near East during Abraham’s 
time, human sacrifice and 
sacrificing children to fo-
reign gods were commonly 
practiced,”  could the God 
of the covenant really be 

directing Abraham to enga-
ge in the most hideous of 
pagan practices, or was this 
just a trial of faith for which 
there would be a simple so-
lution?

A Mountain of Life, 
A Valley of Death

Moriah, the place to which 
God was sending Abra-
ham, was a unique place. 
This mountain was located 
on the site of what would 
become Jerusalem, spe-
cifically the mountain on 
which the temple would be 
constructed and even more 
particularly on the spot 
where all the sacrifices of 
YHWH’s temple would be 
offered. 

Moriah was very close, ho-
wever, to the precipitous 
Hinnom Valley that was just 
south of the holy mountain. 
Perhaps this is why God 
gave very specific instruc-
tions to Abraham about the 
place where this sacrifice 
was to take place: “Sacrifi-
ce him there as a burnt of-
fering on a mountain I will 
show you.”  
Not just any location—
mountain or otherwise—
would be acceptable for 
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this momentous event. It 
had to be the exact place 
where God had chosen to 
place his name, the most 
sacred spot on earth.  

Though it was very close to 
the summit of the sacred 
Mt. Moriah, the Hinnom 
Valley was a particularly 
abominable and detes-
table place because it was 
the site where many gods, 
including Baal and Mo-
lech, were worshipped in 
utterly gruesome displays 
of merciless infanticide. 
The dominant cult of Mo-
lech featured a religion in 
which the people customa-
rily brought their firstborn 
children to the idol temple 
where the priests would 
crush the infants’ skulls 
on the knees of Molech’s 
stone image and then cast 
them alive into the fire that 
was burning in the god’s 
belly. 

Many apostate Israelites 
also joined in this horrific 
practice, causing the site to 
be cursed  and to be recog-

nized as a profoundly evil 
place. 

In one small piece of real 
estate, clearly within sight 
of each other, there were 
glaring images of life and 
death, of blessing and cur-
se. 

El Shaddai, the “Most High 
God,” was worshipped on 
Mt. Moriah with blessings 
for long life.  On the moun-
tain top, life and blessing 
at their very best were the 
dominant themes. 
Immediately below it, ho-
wever, Molech was being 
worshipped in the Hinnom 
Valley, accompanied by the 
screams of innocent infants 
and the cries of bereaved 
parents. In the deep, dark 
valley, death was in control. 

This was the stark contrast 
that the patriarch of biblical 
faith and his only son faced 
when they reached the end 
of their three-day journey 
into destiny: Moriah and 
Hinnom—Life and Death 
interposed. Moriah was a 

temple; Hinnom, a garba-
ge dump. Both Abraham 
and Isaac could clearly see 
what Abraham Joshua He-
schel described: “The need 
of Molech was the death of 
man,” but “the need of the 
Lord is the life of man.” 

As a matter of fact, cen-
turies later, the gruesome 
history of Hinnom became 
the basis for the eschato-
logical imagery that Jesus 
used to describe the final 
judgment, wherein he dec-
lared that the wicked of the 
earth would be punished in 
a lake of fire called Gehen-
na.  

Eleven times, Jesus used 
the term Gehenna, the 
Greek translation of the 
Hebrew ~Anhig> (ge-hin-
nom—literally, “valley of 
Hinnom”), to describe this 
place of final judgment that 
has come to be described 
as “hell.”

It was important, therefo-
re, for Abraham and Isaac 
to get this right. Only in 

the right place would God’s 
power bring forth life from 
the dead. Led by the Spirit 
of God, the patriarch had 
to navigate between the 
places of death and infan-
ticide to the place where 
God’s altar had been pre-
pared by divine providence 
for the Akedah, the “bin-
ding” of Isaac. 

When the divine interven-
tion of life that God had 
planned for Isaac would 
take place, a forever inera-
dicable image of contradis-
tinction would be establis-
hed that would set apart 
the holy place of life (God’s 
Holy Place, with its blessing 
for young and old alike) 
from the places of dea-
th (the idol temples, with 
their infanticidal rituals and 
unbridled debauchery).

Entering the Stage 
of Divine Destiny

Abraham and Isaac were 
placed on the stage of di-
vine destiny to prove that 
God is the Lord of death 
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and life but that his pre-
ferred judgment has al-
ways been and will always 
be that of life, even eter-
nal life. Father and only 
son marched together in 
complete, unwavering faith 
to the site of destiny, the 
specific place that God had 
prepared for both of them 
to demonstrate their un-
dying devotion to the God 
of Scripture. 

For both father and son, it 
was a conscious decision 
of the human will to obey 
the heard voice of God, to 
follow that voice to the pla-
ce that had been prepared, 
and to achieve the destiny 
that had been preordained 
for both of them. 
Indeed, Isaac and his vo-
luntary participation in the 
Akedah is as important 
to this profound story as 
Abraham’s faith.

God did not instruct Ab-
raham to go to the place 
“where I will send you.” 
God would not risk a wrong 
turn by a possibly emotio-
nally distraught father who 
was confronted with the 
prospect of killing his only 
son. 

God commanded Abraham 
to go to the mountain “I 
will show you.” Abraham 
and Isaac were not making 
this journey alone. God 
was walking with them and 
“showing” them the way 
to the right mountain! For 
Abraham, this task would 
not be a stab in the dark. 
He would be guided by the 
rays of revelation more po-
werful and far more accu-
rate than any global posi-
tioning satellite! 

There would be no mista-
ke. He would arrive faith-
fully at the very rock on the 
mountaintop where Mel-
chizedek worshipped and 
where thousands of sacrifi-
ces would be offered by his 

descendants after him in 
God’s Holy Place. Indeed, 
this was just another stage 
in the “walking-with-God” 
exercise along the path 
that God had laid out for 
Abraham decades before 
that day.

It is vital to note that, at 
the time of the Akedah, 
Isaac was not an infant. The 
question of Isaac’s age at 
the time of this event has 
produced much speculati-
on. 

The text itself suggests that 
he was at least an ado-
lescent who was strong 
enough to carry the wood 
for the sacrifice.  

Some have argued that 
Isaac was much older, 
perhaps even as much as 
thirty-seven years of age.  
Whatever the case, it is 
clear that as the event un-
folded, Isaac knew full well 
what was taking place and 
what his own role in the 
drama would be.  

Though most people think 
that Abraham was the ac-
tor in this faith drama and 
Isaac was only the innocent 
and unknowing child who 
was acted upon, the truth 
is that Isaac willingly join-
ed his father in this faith 
event. The test of faith that 
God issued to Abraham 
was clearly shared by Isaac 
who was a full and willing 
participant in one of the 
greatest challenges of the 
ages when God required 
the impossible from his fri-
end Abraham.

With typical Abrahamic 
faith, neither the patriarch 
nor his son even flinched 
at the divine Word. Abra-
ham had seen God, had 
conversed with him exten-
sively,  had eaten with him 
in the sanctuary of his tent 
home.  Most importantly, 
he had heard from God. 

He recognized the divine 
voice with absolute clarity 
and certainty. And God and 
Abraham had an agree-
ment: God said it, and Ab-
raham did it—and he did so 
immediately. In this case, 
the Scripture confirms 
Abraham’s faithfulness: 
“Abraham rose early in the 
morning and saddled his 
donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him and 
Isaac his son; and he split 
wood for the burnt offe-
ring, and arose and went to 
the place of which God had 
told him.” 

Both Abraham and Isaac 
had much time to think 
about what they had set 
out to do. From their tent 
complex in Beersheba, it 
was a three-day journey to 
Moriah. 

Plodding ahead, Abraham 
knew that the God whom 
he had served for more 
than a century could be 
trusted implicitly. 

God would allow the test 
that he had placed before 
Abraham, and he would 
fulfill the terms of the co-
venant that he had made 
with him. 
It is possible that the pat-
riarch even knew the truth 
of this infallible principle of 
faith: “Whoever wishes to 
save his life will lose it; but 
whoever loses his life for 
my sake will find it.”  

When one puts his life on 
the line for God, he will 
always find it. This is the 
principle of truth stated 
so poignantly by missiona-
ry Jim Elliot before he was 
martyred by Quechua In-
dians in Ecuador: “He is no 
fool who gives what he can-
not keep to gain that which 
he cannot lose.” 

Perhaps this is the reason 
why on the third day of the 
journey, when Abraham 

“raised his eyes and saw 
the place from a distance,” 
he instructed his servants, 
“Stay here with the don-
key, and I and the lad will 
go over there; and we will 
worship and return to you.”  

Abraham did not say, “I will 
return to you.” He said with 
all boldness, “We will go, 
we will worship, and we 
will return to you.” The Fat-
her of Nations knew in his 
heart of hearts that there 
had to be a simple answer 
to the dilemma! The God 
whom he served was a God 
of blessings and life, not a 
god of curses and death. 

This simple knowledge was 
the basis of the Jewish tra-
dition which has asserted 
that “through his prophetic 
gifts, Abraham knew that 
he would not have to carry 
out the command to sacri-
fice Isaac.”  

Jon Levenson points out 
that “the knowledge at 
issue here still involves a 
not inconsequential me-
asure of faith—faith that 
the prophetic message is 
authentic and the God who 
authors it, reliable.” 

Both the sages of Israel and 
the apostles of the Jesus 
movement shared the view 
that Abraham knew God 
well enough to know that 
his God would not bereave 
him of his promised son, 
the father of the Chosen 
People. 
Whether he prophesied 
the continued life of Isaac 
into being, as Rashi sugge-
sted,  or whether he belie-
ved that God would resur-
rect Isaac from the dead, 
Abraham simply knew God, 
and he believed that his 
God would be for life and 
not for death.

No wonder the author 
of the Christian text of 
Hebrews spoke of the natu-
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re of Abraham’s faith in this 
manner: 
“By faith Abraham, when 
he was tested, offered 
Isaac as a sacrifice, and he 
who had received the pro-
mises was offering up his 
only begotten son; He who 
had embraced the promi-
ses was about to sacrifice 
his one and only son, it was 
he to whom it was said, 
‘In Isaac your descendants 
shall be called.’ 
Abraham reasoned that 
God could even raise the 
dead, and so in a manner 
of speaking he did receive 
Isaac back from death.” 

Indeed, the very Hebrew 
name of the place of the 
Akedah had already es-
tablished the hope of life, 
even of resurrection, long 
before Abraham and Isaac 
made their fateful trek up 

the slopes of God’s moun-
tain. YHWH would meet 
them at Moriah, which in 
Hebrew means “to pro-
vide,” or “to see.” Clearly 
then, “in the very word 
Moriah—“provision”—we 
have a hint of salvation and 
deliverance.”  

As Gordon Wenham has 
observed, “Salvation is 
thus promised in the very 
decree that sounds like an-
nihilation.” 

Life and Death Squeezed 
into One Moment of Time

The journey ended. Wal-
king with God had brought 
Abraham and his son to the 
right place at the right time 
to do the right thing that 
would establish the foun-
dation of faith and faithful-
ness on which the saga of 

the Chosen People would 
rest for all time. Abraham 
dutifully set about the task 
of preparing the burnt offe-
ring. He arranged the wood 
on top of the rock of sacri-
fice. 

When Isaac observed, “The 
fire and wood are here, but 
where is the lamb for the 
burnt offering?” Abraham 
replied, “God will provide 
himself the lamb for the 
burnt offering, my son.”  

Then Abraham bound Isaac 
hand and foot and laid him 
on top of the altar. The old 
man reached fearlessly for 
the sheathed dagger that 
he had brought with him. 
He raised the instrument 
of death on high and pre-
pared to plunge it into the 
heart of the son he loved. 

Immediately, the an-
gel of the Lord stopped 
Abraham’s plunging dagger 
in midair, and these ama-
zing words of grace echoed 
from the lips of God in the 
pregnant air atop the divi-
ne mountain: 
“Abraham! Abraham! . . . 
Do not lay a hand on the 
boy. . . . Now I know that 
you fear God, because you 
have not withheld from me 
your son, your only son.”  

Then, when Abraham 
turned around to see what 
God was doing, “there in a 
thicket he saw a ram caught 
by its horns.”  Instantly, the 
patriarch of faith under-
stood what God’s inten-
tions had been all along, so 
he “took the ram and sacri-
ficed it as a burnt offering 
instead of his son.”  
After the Akedah drama 
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was complete, Abraham 
called the place of the whe-
re the sacrifice was made 
by the name YHWH Yireh, 
which means, “God will 
see” or “God will provide.”

It was finished. The drama 
ended, and the saga of the 
Chosen People began—
first on the sacred foun-
dation of a father’s faith 
and willingness to sacrifice 
the most important thing 
in his life in order to obey 
God’s command and then 
on the intervention of God 
to bring forth life out of the 
clutches of death. 

Abraham did not withhold 
from God his only son, the 
son that God had miraculo-
usly given to him by overri-
ding the natural laws of hu-
man reproductive biology 
and producing human life 
from virtually dead bodies. 

And God did not take 
Abraham’s miracle child. 
Instead, the patriarch re-
ceived his son back as 
though he had been resur-
rected from the dead. Now, 
for the second time, he had 
been given God’s gift of life 
from the dead in the per-
son of his most precious 
son, Isaac.

The Greater Meaning 
of Life from the Dead

Over the centuries, sages 
and prophets came to un-
derstand that the profound 
miracle upon which the 
saga of the Chosen Peop-
le was founded was more 
than just an event of histo-
ry. 
Instead, it had powerful 
spiritual overtones for all of 
the descendants of Abra-
ham and Isaac. The Akedah 
came to be recognized as a 
vicarious atonement, a sac-
rifice that God accepted for 
the entire Chosen People 

throughout all their gene-
rations. 

As the great third-century 
Carthaginian Christian po-
lemicist Tertullian declared, 
“Abraham whom his faith 
made obey the command 
of God offered his only, 
beloved son as sacrifice to 
God so that God in His part 
bestowed on him the favor 
of the redemption of his 
posterity.”  

This Christian observati-
on had been confirmed in 
the texts of the Targumim 
which specifically attri-
buted “Israel’s deliverance 
to the efficacy of the Ake-
dah.”  God’s blessings upon 
the Chosen People were 
founded upon the faithful-
ness of Abraham and Isaac 
to fulfill God’s instructions 
and to receive God’s provi-
sion. 

This understanding of the 
Akedah as a vicarious ato-
nement flows from the 
principle of Zekhut Avot 
(“the merits of the fat-
hers”), which Louis Berman 
says “overlaps the Christian 
concept of vicarious atone-
ment.”  

Rabbinic sources “always 
viewed the willing sacrifice 
of Abraham, and especially 
Isaac’s willingness to offer 
himself, as an act of vicario-
us atonement through the 
future history of their des-
cendants, the nation of Is-
rael.”  In this way, “the righ-
teousness of the patriarchs 
could be vicariously app-
lied to their descendants in 
time of spiritual need.” 

This is why there is a strong 
connection between the 
Akedah and the High Holy 
Days of Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur, the most sac-
red season of the Jewish 
liturgical calendar. ’

The repeated blowing of 
the shofar (ram’s horn) on 
Rosh Hashanah harks back 
to the ram that was caught 
by his horns in the thorn 
bush and was there held 
at ready for the burnt of-
fering after Abraham and 
Isaac had fully obeyed God 
and had done what he had 
required of them. Likewise, 
in the Zikhronot (Remem-
brance Prayers) of Rosh 
Hashanah, an appeal is 
made to God to remember 
the Akedah. 

Then on the second day of 
Rosh Hashanah, the entire 
story of Genesis 22 is read.  
In this case, the “reading of 
the Akedah is intended to 
remind God of the merits 
that accrued to Abraham 
and Isaac as a result of this 
awesome sacrifice.” 

The idea of vicarious atone-
ment that was embedded 
in the Akedah on very solid 
applications of divine prin-
ciples became a foundation 
for the Christian understan-
ding that the death of Jesus 
on the cross was also a vi-
carious atonement for the 
redemption of the entire 
world from the bondage of 
sin. 
It was certainly not difficult 
to see the parallels bet-
ween the binding of Isaac 
to the altar on Moriah and 
the binding of Jesus to the 
cross on Calvary. The mo-
tifs of a loving father and 
an only son involved in sac-
rifice to God are parallel in 
both events. 

While there are significant 
differences between the 
Jewish and Christian under-
standings of atonement, 
particularly of vicarious 
atonement, it is clear that 
both religions are solidly 
anchored in the idea that 
the faith of the fathers 

brought about acts of ato-
nement that somehow 
and to some degree relate 
to the ongoing blessing of 
God upon their communi-
ties.

A Foundation for 
the Dynamic Saga

The Akedah provides a se-
cure foundation for the 
unfolding dynamic saga of 
life from the dead that has 
characterized the Chosen 
People from time imme-
morial. Through one event 
in one fleeting moment of 
time, the fate of the entire 
Chosen People hung in the 
balance. 

Which would it be, life or 
death? The answer was life, 
for God provided himself 
the ram for the substitutio-
nary sacrifice. 

Life triumphed over death, 
and life reigned then and 
ever thereafter. Because of 
the faith and faithfulness of 
father and son to engage 
the Eternal in the drama of 
sacrifice and redemption, 
God produced life from the 
dead, and Am Yisrael Chai, 
the people of Israel live.

© Restore! All rights reser-
ved. This material may not 
be reproduced in any form 
without the express written 
permission of the editor.
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The Son of Man in Psalm 8

“To the chief Musician 
upon Gittith, A Psalm of Da-
vid. O LORD our Lord, how 
excellent is thy name in all 
the earth! who hast set thy 
glory above the heavens. 
Out of the mouth of babes 
and sucklings hast thou or-
dained strength because of 
thine enemies, that thou 
mightest still the enemy 
and the avenger. [ordained: 
Heb. founded] 
When I consider thy hea-
vens, the work of thy fin-
gers, the moon and the 
stars, which thou hast or-
dained; What is man, that 
thou art mindful of him? 

and the son of man, that 
thou visitest him? For thou 
hast made him a little lower 
than the angels, and hast 
crowned him with glory 
and honour. Thou madest 
him to have dominion over 
the works of thy hands; 
thou hast put all things un-
der his feet: 
All sheep and oxen, yea, 
and the beasts of the field; 
[All...: Heb. Flocks and oxen 
all of them] The fowl of the 
air, and the fish of the sea, 
and whatsoever passeth 
through the paths of the 
seas. O LORD our Lord, how 
excellent is thy name in all 
the earth! (Psalm.8:1-10).

In Psalm 8, verse 4, man 
is referred to twice using 
a slightly different form, 

which gives reason to  as-
sume that the text of this 
Psalm 8 also has a twofold 
meaning. 
First, it tells us how God 
placed man, this human 
being He had created, this 
mankind that had its origin 
in Adam and Eve, to rule 
over the earth and the cre-
ation (Gen. 1:26-28). Man 
was created in the image of 
God, in the likeness of the 
Son of Man, Yeshua.

Second, Psalm 8 tells us 
how the Son of Adam, 
Yeshua the Messiah, was 
born as a human being, as 
Adam´s descendant, to this 
world to redeem the des-
cendants of Adam from sin 
and death. The Son of Man 
was lifted up to the cross 

that He, through his dea-
th on the cross, would ac-
complish atonement of sin, 
and we, through believing 
in Him, would be forgiven 
for our sins and have eter-
nal life (John 3:13-18). 

For this reason the Son of 
Man came from heaven.

“Let this mind be in you 
which was also in Christ 
Jesus:  Who, existing in the 
form of God,  did not con-
sider equality with God, so-
mething to be grasped,  but 
emptied Himself, taking the 
form of a servant, being 
made in human likeness.  
And being found in ap-
pearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself and be-
came obedient to death—

The evening sun is making the sky blood red in Central Finland. Photo: Markus Nurmesniemi

Yeshua, The Son of Man-
Knowing the Son of God, part II
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even death on a cross. The-
refore God exalted Him to 
the highest place and gave 
Him the name above all na-
mes, that at the name of Je-
sus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father” (Philip-
pians 2:5-11).

When Adam and Eve sin-
ned in the paradise, sedu-
ced by the serpent, the 
enemy of our souls, God 
made the promise that the 
seed of the woman would 
crush the serpent´s head 
(Gen. 3:1-16). 

As it was man, Adam, who 
had sinned, the atoner and 
redeemer had to come 
from the Adamic family, 
and that is why the Son 
of Man, Yeshua, had to 
be born into the family of 
Adam to be the kinsman-
redeemer. That is why the 
Son of Man is called the last 
Adam (1 Cor. 15:45-47). 

He had to come down 
from the heavens and be 
born from Miriam (Mary) 
into this world as a human 
being, a descendant of 
Adam, to redeem the fallen 
Adamic mankind; God had 
made this plan of salvation 
before the creation of the 
world.
Since you call on a Father 
who judges each one’s 
work impartially, conduct 
yourselves in reverent fear 
during your stay as foreig-
ners.  For you know that 
it was not with perishable 
things such as silver or gold 
that you were redeemed 
from the empty way of life 
you inherited from your 
forefathers,  but with the 
precious blood of Christ, a 

lamb without blemish or 
spot.  He was known be-
fore the foundation of the 
world, but was revealed 
in the last times for your 
sake”(1 Peter 1:17-20).

The heavenly Father chose 
His Son to be the Redeemer 
and Mediator of salvation 
already before the creation 
of the world (Rev. 13:8). 

The Son of Man, Yeshua, is 
the only Mediator between 
men and God, and only 
through Him do we have 
access to God and to eter-
nal life (John 14:1-6). 

Many ignorant and misled 
people pray Mary and the 
saints, but in vain, because 
we only have one Mediator 
between men and God, 
Yeshua, the Son of Man. 

”For there is one God and 
one mediator between God 
and men, the man Christ 
Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5).

Death and resurrection of 
the Son of Man

”For as Jonah was three 
days and three nights in 
the belly of a huge fish, 
so the Son of Man will be 
three days and three nights 
in the heart of the earth” 
(Matthew 12:40).

“For Christ also hath once 
suffered for sins, the just for 
the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God, being put 
to death in the flesh, but 
quickened by the Spirit: 
By which also he went and 
preached unto the spirits in 
prison; 
Which sometime were 
disobedient, when once 
the longsuffering of God 
waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a prepa-

ring, wherein few, that is, 
eight souls were saved by 
water”(1 Peter 3:18-20).

The Son of Man chose to 
humble Himself and die on 
the cross for our iniquities. 
He was nailed to the cross 
most likely on Wednesday, 
the 14th of Nisan, the day 
of Passover, and He was 
put to the grave on Wed-
nesday evening. 

His body lay in the grave for 
three days and three nights, 
and He rose from the dead 
on Saturday evening when 
the first day of the week 
was beginning. He rose as 
the firstfruit of those who 
have fallen asleep just as 
the day of the Waving of 
the firstfruits was dawning 
(1 Cor. 15:20-24). 
(More information availab-
le in Finnish in our book 
about Apostolic communi-
ty.)

When the body of the Son 
of God lay in the grave, His 
spirit descended to Hades 
and preached to the impri-
soned spirits who had been 
disobedient in the days 
of Noah, when the flood 
destroyed the godless 
world (Gen. 6-9). 

The Son of Man also de-
feated death that the devil 
had in his power. 

“Now since the children 
have flesh and blood, He 
too shared in their huma-
nity, so that by His death 
He might destroy him who 
holds the power of dea-
th, that is, the devil,  and 
free those who all their li-
ves were held in slavery by 
their fear of death.  
For surely it is not the 
angels He helps, but 
the descendants of 

Abraham”(Hebrews 2:14-
16).

“I am the Living One; I was 
dead, and behold I am ali-
ve for ever and ever! And I 
hold the keys of death and 
Hades” (Revelation 1:18).

Satan does not have death 
in his power any more, be-
cause through His death on 
the cross the Son of Man 
defeated the power of Sa-
tan. 

The resurrected Son of Man 
holds the keys of death and 
Hades. He also gathered to 
Himself the offspring of Ab-
raham. During the old co-
venant the spirits of those 
who had died in faith went 
to Hades, to Abraham´s 
side ( Gen. 37:34,35; Luke 
16:19-31). 
(The spirits of those who 
had died without faith suf-
fer torment and pain in the 
flames of Hades.) 
While in Hades, the spirit of 
the Son of Man took capti-
ve the ones by Abraham´s 
side.

”Now to each one of us 
grace has been given accor-
ding to the measure of the 
gift of Christ. This is why 
it says:  “When He ascen-
ded on high, He led capti-
ves away, and gave gifts to 
men.” What does “He as-
cended” mean, except that 
He also descended  to the 
lower parts of the earth? 
He who descended is the 
very One who ascended 
above all the heavens, in 
order to fill all things”
(Ephesians 4:7-10).

“Instead, you have come 
to Mount Zion, to the city 
of the living God, the hea-
venly Jerusalem. You have 
come to myriads of angels 
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in joyful assembly, to the 
congregation of the first-
born, enrolled in heaven. 
You have come to God the 
Judge of all, to the spirits 
of the righteous made per-
fect,  to Jesus the mediator 
of a new covenant, and to 
the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than 
the blood of Abel”
(Hebrews 12:22-24). 

Yeshua the Messiah, the 
Son of Man, took capti-
ve the spirits that were at 
Abraham´s side, and trans-
ferred them to the third 
heaven, Eden, to wait for 
the resurrection and the 
coming of Yeshua on the 
earth when He comes to 
reign with His saints. 

He promised the repenting, 
crucified robber at His side: 
No more Hades but paradi-
se! (Luke 23:39-43). 
By His death on the cross 
and His resurrection, the 
Son of Man overcame Sa-
tan and his power, and 
disarmed the forces of evil.

 ”In Him you were also cir-
cumcised, in the putting off 

of your sinful nature, with 
the circumcision perfor-
med by Christ  and not by 
human hands. And having 
been buried with Him in 
baptism, you were raised 
with Him through your 
faith in the power of God, 
who raised Him from the 
dead. 
When you were dead in 
your trespasses and in the 
uncircumcision of your 
sinful nature, God made 
you alive with Christ. He 
forgave us all our trespas-
ses,  having canceled the 
debt ascribed to us in the 
decrees that stood against 
us. He took it away, nailing 
it to the cross!  And having 
disarmed the powers and 
authorities, He made a 
public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them by 
the cross”
(Colossians 2:11-15).

“Now is the time for judg-
ment on this world; now 
the prince of this world will 
be driven out” 
(John 12:31).

By the death on the cross 
and resurrection of the Son 

of Man, God triumphed 
over Satan and his forces, 
principalities and powers. 
In this way God remained 
just and able to forgive sins 
and give eternal life to all 
who would accept the ato-
ning sacrifice of Yeshua.  

Satan, the Accuser, has no 
weapons to accuse the be-
lievers any more, because 
Yeshua, the Son of Adam, 
bore on our behalf the pu-
nishment we deserve; the 
innocent One paid the pe-
nalty for us on the cross. 

Judgment came on the ene-
my of our souls, the prince 
of this world and his forces, 
and the Accuser was cast 
down from heaven (Isa. 
14:12-15; Rev. 12:9-11). 

When the body of Yeshua 
had been in the grave for 
three days and three nights, 
God raised Him up from the 
dead. Once Yeshua was re-
surrected, He was not just 
a spirit being, but He had a 
glorified resurrection body.

“While they were descri-
bing these events, Jesus 

Himself stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with 
you. ”But they were start-
led and frightened, thin-
king they had seen a spirit. 
“Why are you troubled,” 
Jesus asked, “and why do 
doubts arise in your hearts? 
Look at My hands and My 
feet. It is I Myself. Touch Me 
and see—for a spirit does 
not have flesh and bones, 
as you see I have.”  And 
when He had said this, He 
showed them His hands 
and feet. While they were 
still in disbelief because 
of their joy and amaze-
ment, He asked them, “Do 
you have anything here to 
eat?”  So they gave Him a 
piece of broiled fish,  and 
He took it and ate it in front 
of them”(Luke 24:36-43).

“Eight days later, His discip-
les were once again inside 
with the doors locked, and 
Thomas was with them. Je-
sus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 
Then Jesus said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and 
look at My hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it 
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into My side. Stop doub-
ting and believe.”Thomas 
replied, “My Lord and my 
God!”(John 20:26-28).

The resurrection body of 
Yeshua was a real body with 
flesh and bones, but in a 
glorified state. In this body 
Yeshua was not bound by 
the laws of the material 
world. He could suddenly 
enter a locked room as it 
pleased Him, and surprise 
His disciples. 

The walls and locked doors 
of the physical world do 
not hold back a resurrecti-
on body. In His resurrection 
body Yeshua could eat fried 
fish. When the Messiah 
comes, believers in Yeshua 
will get a similar glorified 
resurrection body as the 
Messiah has (Phil. 3:20-21).

Ascension to heaven and 
glorification of the 
Son of Man

 ”After He had said this, 
they watched as He was 
taken up, and a cloud hid 
Him from their sight.  They 
were looking intently into 
the sky as He was going, 

when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood be-
side them.  “Men of Ga-
lilee,” they said, “why do 
you stand here looking 
into the sky? This same Je-
sus, who has been taken 
from you into heaven, will 
come back in the same way 
you have seen Him go into 
heaven.”(Acts 1:9-11).

“After the Lord Jesus had 
spoken to them, he was 
taken up into heaven and 
he sat at the right hand of 
God” (Mark 16:19).

“And now, Father, glorify 
me in your presence with 
the glory I had with you be-
fore the world began”(John 
17:5).

After his resurrection, the 
Son of Man, Yeshua the 
Messiah, appeared during 
forty days many times to a 
large number of his discip-
les and taught them about 
the Kingdom of God (1 Cor. 
15:1-8; Acts 1:1-3). 

Then He went to the Mount 
of Olives with His eleven 
disciples and was taken 
into heaven, where He sat 

down at the right hand of 
God. The Son of Man re-
turned to His divine glory 
which He had with the Fat-
her before the world be-
gan. 

When He later appeared 
in His priestly robe to the 
Apostle John on the island 
of Patmos, John could not 
stand the glory but fell as 
though dead on the ground 
before the Son of Man (Rev. 
1:10-20). 

In His glory, Yeshua is now 
perfectly and completely 
the Son of God as well as 
the Son of Man, the resur-
rected last Adam (1 Cor. 
15:45).

The Son of Man comes to 
take His church

“For just as the lightning 
flashes and lights up the sky 
from one end to the other, 
so will be the Son of Man 
in His day. But first He must 
suffer many things and be 
rejected by this generation.  
Just as it was in the days 
of Noah, so also will it be 
in the days of the Son of 
Man: People were eating 

and drinking, marrying and 
being given in marriage, 
up to the day Noah ente-
red the ark. Then the flood 
came and destroyed them 
all.  It was the same in the 
days of Lot: People were 
eating and drinking, buying 
and selling, planting and 
building.  But on the day 
Lot left Sodom, fire and sul-
fur rained down from hea-
ven and destroyed them 
all.  It will be just like that 
on the day the Son of Man 
is revealed” (Luke 17:24-
30).

The Old as well as the New 
Testament contain many 
promises about the return 
of the Son of Man on the 
earth. He will return with 
His angels, and when He 
comes, believers will be 
resurrected (Isa. 26:15-
21; Matt. 25:31-33; 1Thes. 
4:13-18). 

The bodies of those who 
have died in Christ will rise 
from their graves, and the 
bodies of the believers still 
living will be transformed 
into glorified bodies in a 
twinkling of an eye. Be-
lievers will be taken up to 
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meet the Lord in the air, 
and we shall be with the 
Lord eternally (1Cor.15:50-
54).

The world will be like it was 
in the days of Noah and Lot. 
In Noah´s days. Before the 
Flood, the world was cor-
rupt and full of wickedness 
and violence (Gen. 6:1-4). 

In Lot´s days Sodom and 
Gomorrah had become 
nests of sin, immorality, 
and violent homosexua-
lism, to the extent that God 
destroyed those cities with 
fire and brimstone as a 
warning to the generations 
to come who would lead 
ungodly lives in the future ( 
Gen. 9:1-29; Eze. 16:49-50; 
Lev. 18; 2 Pet. 2:4-9). 

The condition of mankind 
will be similar at the coming 
of the Son of Man. The days 
of Lot are an example also 
in the sense that just as Lot 
was rescued from under 
the fire and brimstone from 
Sodom, the church of God 
will be rescued from global 

nuclear war at the Lord´s 
coming. He is the kinsman-
redeemer (Hebrew: Goel) 
of Adam´s descendants, 
and He will redeem once 
and for all Adam´s descen-
dants (believers) at His co-
ming (Job 19:25-27).

The Son of Man will return 
to judge and to rule 
the world

“Then I kept watching 
because of the arrogant 
words the horn was spea-
king. As I continued to 
watch, the beast was slain, 
and its body was destroyed 
and thrown into the blazing 
fire.  
As for the rest of the 
beasts, their dominion was 
removed, but they were 
granted an extension of life 
for a season and a time.  In 
my vision in the night I con-
tinued to watch, and I saw 
One like the Son of Man  
coming with the clouds of 
heaven. 
He approached the Ancient 
of Days and was led into 
His presence.  And He was 

given dominion, glory, and 
kingship, that the people 
of every nation and langu-
age should serve Him. His 
dominion is an everlasting 
dominion that will not pass 
away, and His kingdom 
is one that will never be 
destroyed”(
Daniel 7:11-14).

“This is what he said: ‘The 
fourth beast is a fourth 
kingdom that will appear 
on the earth, different from 
all the other kingdoms, and 
it will devour the whole 
earth, trample it down, and 
crush it. 
And the ten horns are ten 
kings who will rise from this 
kingdom. After them anot-
her king, different from the 
earlier ones, will rise and 
subdue three kings.  
He will speak out against 
the Most High and oppress 
the saints of the Most High, 
intending to change the 
appointed times and laws; 
and the saints will be given 
into his hand for a time, and 
times, and half a time.  But 
the court will convene, and 

his dominion will be ta-
ken away and completely 
destroyed forever. 
Then the sovereignty, do-
minion, and greatness of 
the kingdoms under all of 
heaven will be given to the 
people, the saints of the 
Most High. His kingdom 
will be an everlasting king-
dom, and all rulers will ser-
ve and obey Him”
(Daniel 7:23-27).

“For as the Father has life in 
himself, so he has granted 
the Son to have life in him-
self. And he has given him 
authority to judge because 
he is the Son of Man”(John 
5:26,27).

In Daniel chapter 7, world 
history is told symbolically 
through four beasts (king-
doms of the beast). 
The reigns of these king-
doms extend over long 
historical periods, and they 
are mostly interpreted as 
follows: the lion is the em-
pire of Babylon, the bear 
the empire of Medio-Per-
sia that followed Babylon, 



the leopard is the empire 
of Macedonia-Greece that 
Alexander the Great made 
a world power. 

The fourth horrible beast 
would be the empire of 
Rome, which was the reig-
ning power at Yeshua´s 
first coming on the earth. 
The kingdom of this fourth 
beast, Rome, will live, in 
one form or another, until 
the Son of Man establishes 
His Kingdom. 
(First through the impe-
rial seat of Rome and then 
through the papal seat of 
Vatican.)

As far as I can see, the-
se four beast nations will 
be represented in the last 
days, as the final prophetic 
fulfilment in the world, by 
four nations: the lion is the 
lion of Judah (Israel) with 
the wings of the U.S. eagle 
(some say the lion is the 
U.S. and England); the bear 
is the Russian empire, the 
leopard is Germany, and 
the fourth horrible beast is 
the ”resurrected” Roman 
empire, Antichrist´s regime 
of terror, the union of ten 
nations as his allies. 
(More in our book, Henges-
sä Herran päivänä Ilmestys-
kirjan mukaan). 

When the Son of Man 
comes with His holy angels, 
He will judge and destroy 
all these beast nations of 
the last days, and establish 
the Kingdom of the Son of 
Man, and He will reign for 
a thousand years as a King 

with His resurrected saints 
(Rev. 20). 

This kingdom of the Son of 
Man has no end, for it will 
go on after the ultimate 
rebellion, the end of the 
earth, and the last judg-
ment, in a new heaven and 
a new earth eternally.

The saints will judge the 
world together with the 
Son of Man

“Behold, a day of the LORD 
is coming when your plun-
der will be divided in your 
presence.  
For I will gather all the na-
tions for battle against Je-
rusalem, and the city will 
be captured, the houses 
looted, and the women ra-
vished. Half of the city will 
go into exile, but the rest of 
the people will not be re-
moved from the city. 
Then the LORD will go out 
to fight against those na-
tions, as He fights in the 
day of battle.  On that day 
His feet will stand on the 
Mount of Olives, east of 
Jerusalem, and the Mount 
of Olives will be split in two 
from east to west, forming 
a great valley, with half the 
mountain moving to the 
north and half to the south. 
You will flee by My moun-
tain valley, for it will extend 
to Azal. 
You will flee as you fled 
from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzziah king of Ju-
dah. 
Then the LORD my God will 
come, and all the holy ones 

with Him” 
(Zechariah 14:1-5).

“When the Son of Man 
comes to rule the world, re-
surrected saints will come 
with Him on the earth to 
judge the world and to 
deliver the people of Isra-
el and Jerusalem from the 
attempts of the enemy to 
destroy them” 
(Jude 14,15).

The enemies of Israel and 
of God will meet with their 
destiny; they will be jud-
ged and destroyed (Zech. 
14:12-15; Israeli forces will 
take part in the fight). 

The thousand year King-
dom of the Son of Man will 
be established with justi-
ce and righteousness (Isa. 
9:6,7). 

The resurrected saints are 
in the army of the Son of 
Man, judging the enemies 
with the angels, and estab-
lishing the thousand year 
Kingdom, the Kingdom of 
Eden (Isa. 51:3). 

The survivors of the nations 
that have attacked Jerusa-
lem will come year after 
year to Jerusalem to wor-
ship the Lord Almighty and 
to celebrate the Feast of 
Tabernacles. If they refuse 
to come, they will have no 
rain (Zech. 14:16-21). 

The third Temple will be 
built in Jerusalem, and 
nations will stream there 
to receive teaching from 

the believing messianic 
people of Israel (Isa. 2:1-4; 
“the abominations” of the 
Temple Mount will have 
been destroyed at the co-
ming of the Messiah). 

That is the time we are lon-
ging for, as the apostle Paul 
has written in his letter to 
the Romans.

“And if we are children, 
then we are heirs: heirs 
of God and co-heirs with 
Christ—if indeed we suffer 
with Him, so that we may 
also be glorified with Him.  
I consider that our present 
sufferings are not compa-
rable to the glory that will 
be revealed in us.  
The creation waits in eager 
expectation for the reve-
lation of the sons of God. 
For the creation was sub-
jected to futility, not by its 
own will, but because of 
the One who subjected it, 
in hope  that the creation 
itself will be set free from 
its bondage to decay and 
brought into the glorious 
freedom of the children of 
God.  
We know that the whole 
creation has been groaning 
together in the pains of 
childbirth until the present 
time. Not only that, but 
we ourselves, who have 
the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly for our adoption 
as sons, the redemption of 
our bodies” 
(Romans 8:17-23).

https://israel-apu.fi/
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Habakkuk -
Sounds of the Steps of the Messiah’s Coming

*******
Written by:
Keijo Lindeman

”For we know in part and 
we prophesy in part” ( 1 
Cor. 13:9)

This is the burden that Ha-
bakkuk the prophet recei-
ved in a vision: 
How long, O LORD, must I 
call for help but You do not 
hear, or cry out to You, “Vi-
olence!” 
but You do not save?  Why 
do You make me see ini-
quity? Why do You tolerate 
wrongdoing? Destruction 
and violence are before 
me. Strife is ongoing, and 
conflict abounds.  Therefo-
re the law is paralyzed, and 
justice never goes forth. 
For the wicked hem in the 
righteous, so that justice is 
perverted. ”Look at the na-
tions and observe—
be utterly astounded! For 
I am doing a work in your 
days that you would never 
believe even if someone 
told you. 
For behold, I am raising up 
the Chaldeans, that ruth-
less and impetuous nation 
which marches through the 
breadth of the earth to sei-
ze dwellings not their own. 
They are dreaded and 
feared; from themselves 
they derive justice and so-
vereignty.  Their horses 
are swifter than leopards, 
fiercer than wolves of the 
night. 
Their horsemen charge 
ahead, and their cavalry 
comes from afar. They fly 

like a vulture, 
swooping down to devour. I 
will stand at my guard post 
and station myself on the 
ramparts. I will watch to 
see what He will say to me, 
and how I should answer 
when corrected” 
(Habakkuk 1:1-8; 2:1).

The prophet Habakkuk is 
one of the so called minor 
prophets in the Bible; his 
message, however, is re-
markable as it also relates 
to the times close to the 
Messiah´s coming.

The word ”Habakkuk” me-
ans ”embrace”. According 
to the Jewish tradition, 

he lived during the reign 
of King Manasseh, son of 
Hezekiah, and worked as a 
prophet and probably also 
as a singer in the Temple 
choir (2 Kings 21; 2 Chron. 
33: Hab.3:19). 

He was given a messa-
ge about a ruthless and 
impetuous nation, the 
Chaldeans, in other words 
Babylonians, who were 
coming to conquer many 
peoples and nations. 

This became reality during 
the days of King Nebuchad-
nezzar, when the Babylo-
nian empire rose to power 
about 600 years BCE (Dan. 

1-2). 

The Lord used the 
Chaldeans to judge and 
punish His people. Habak-
kuk complained and stayed 
at his guard post to await 
what the Lord would ans-
wer him. And indeed, he re-
ceived a message from the 
Lord about many things, 
many of which would come 
to pass in the last days clo-
se to the Messiah´s coming. 
In this article we will dis-
cuss some of these prophe-
cies.

Revival and birth of the 
State of Israel 

”This is a prayer of Habak-
kuk the prophet, according 
to Shigionoth: ”O LORD, I 
have heard the report of 
You; I stand in awe, O LORD, 
of Your deeds. Revive them 
in these years; 
make them known in these 
years. In Your wrath, re-
member mercy”
(Habakkuk 3:1,2).

” Then I will return to My 
place until they admit their 
guilt and seek My face; in 
their affliction they will 
earnestly seek Me.  Come, 
let us return to the LORD. 
For He has torn us to pie-
ces, but He will heal us; He 
has wounded us, but He 
will bind up our wounds. 
After two days He will revi-
ve us; on the third day He 
will raise us up, that we may 
live in His presence.  So let 
us know - let us press on to 
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know the LORD. As sure-
ly as the sun rises, He will 
appear; He will come to us 
like the rain, like the spring 
showers that water the 
earth” (Hosea 5:15-6:3).

”But do not forget this one 
thing, my friends: with the 
Lord a day is like a thou-
sand years, and a thousand 
years are like a day” (2 Pe-
ter 3:8).

The Lord spoke through 
the prophet Hosea that Is-
rael would be made alive 
two days after Yeshua the 
Messiah´s return to the 
heavens at His Father´s side 
after having atoned for the 
sins of mankind on Golgo-
tha. 

Peter writes that one day 
before the Lord is like a 
thousand years, which me-
ans that two days corres-
pond two thousand years 
(Psalm 90:4). 
Yeshua atoned for the sins 
of mankind and returned 
to the heavens in about the 
year 30 CE, which would be 
the beginning of the two 
thousand year period. 

The Roman army con-
quered Jerusalem and 
destroyed the Temple in 70 
CE, and the Israelites were 
exiled among the nations, 
and the land was deserted. 
Habakkuk prayed that the 
Lord would revive  His 
deeds ”in our day”, before 
time, and that is what hap-
pened. Israel became an in-
dependent nation in 1948, 
before the two thousand 
years had passed. 
The prophet Hosea writes 
that the Israelis will search 
for the face of the Lord in 
the distress of the last days, 
confessing their guilt as the 
coming of the Lord draws 

near. 
This will also be the time 
for the outpooring of the 
Holy Spirit and the last revi-
val, just before the rapture 
of the church.

Israel in distress

”You marched across 
the earth with fury; You 
threshed the nations in 
wrath. You went forth for 
the salvation of Your peop-
le, to save Your anointed. 
You crushed the head of 
the house of the wicked 
and stripped him from 
head to toe. Selah. 
With his own spear You 
pierced his head, when 
his warriors stormed out 
to scatter us, gloating as 
though ready to secret-
ly devour the weak. You 
trampled the sea with Your 
horses, churning the great 
waters.  
I heard and trembled wit-
hin; my lips quivered at the 
sound. Decay entered my 
bones; 
I trembled where I stood. 
Yet I must wait patiently for 
the day of distress to come 
upon the people who inva-
de us” 
(Habakkuk 3:12-16).

There are several prophe-
cies in the Bible that tell us 
about the distress which 
will come upon Israel and 
the whole world (Ps. 83; 
Jer. 30:1-7; Zech. 12,14; 
Eze.38-39; Dan.12). 

The prophet Habakkuk 
also receives a distressing 
message concerning the 
future attacks his peop-
le would have to suffer. 
Chaldeans were to carry 
out this message during 
Nebuchadnezzar´s days; Je-
rusalem was taken over and 
the Temple was destroyed. 

The Lord´s message lets us 
understand, however, that 
the final fulfilment of the 
message Habakkuk recei-
ved, will come to pass in 
the last days. 
The Messiah will then come 
with His holy angels and His 
resurrected church to help 
His people, to judge the 
enemies who try to destroy 
Israel, and to establish His 
thousand year Kingdom of 
Peace on earth (Zech. 14:1-
5, Jude 14,15). 

The sound of the Messiah´s 
steps

 ”God came from Teman 
(Hebrew Teman= Yemen), 
and the Holy One from 
Mount Paran. Selah. 
His glory covered the hea-
vens, and His praise filled 
the earth. His radiance was 
like the sunlight; rays flas-
hed from His hand, where 
His power is hidden. Plague 
(Hebrew OT: daver: pla-
gue, epidemic) went before 
Him, and fever 
( Hebrew OT: resheph: glo-
wing embers, flashing of a 
gun or a bomb, destructi-
on) followed in His steps 
(Hebrew OT: leraglav: in his 
legs)… 
I saw the tents of Cushan 
in distress, the dwellings 
of Midian in anguish. ..You 
marched (Hebrew: titsad: 
marched, walked) across 
the earth with fury; You 
threshed the nations in 
wrath” 
(Habakkuk 3:3-5,7,12).

In the previous number 
of Yovel we have already 
discussed the Messiah´s 
coming by the light of 
Habakkuk´s prophecy. We 
saw that plague would pre-
cede His coming, and this 
is exactly what the world 

has now experienced in the 
form of covid-19 pande-
mic, which started in late 
autumn 2019 and has not 
ended yet. 

The names of Teman, mo-
dern Yemen, and Cushan 
and Midian are also men-
tioned in relation with the 
Messiah´s coming. Midian 
is within the area of Saudi 
Arabia, and Cushan, accor-
ding to the scholars, eit-
her in Arabia or Ethiopia. 
Yemen and Saudi Arabia 
are in the prophetic focus, 
when the Yemeni Shiia 
muslims (Houthis), armed 
and supported by Iran, 
have attacked Saudi Ara-
bian oil facilities as well as 
civil targets with missiles, 
rockets, and drones. 

Sounds of the Messiah´s 
steps (thunder of bombs 
and flashing of guns) are 
heard in the Ukrainian 
front ever since Russia in-
vaded Ukraine in February 
2022, starting a grim war 
against Ukraine. 
Russia had already pre-
viously occupied and ta-
ken over Crimea and other 
parts of eastern Ukraine. 

This war, which started in 
February 2022, has chan-
ged completely the politi-
cal situation and security 
in the world, and it seems 
that there is no way back to 
what it used to be, at least 
not in near future. It is pos-
sible that the Baltic count-
ries and northern count-
ries are in danger, too. We 
should not be lulled into 
believing that peace will 
return if Vladimir Putin is 
not the leader of Russia 
any more. It may well be 
that even a worse dictator 
will replace him. In the last 
days the times of peace are 
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but false peace (1 Thes. 
5:1-9). All this is prelude 
to the end time war, which 
will expand according to 
God´s timetable and lead 
to the Third World War 
(the war of Gog) and to a 
nuclear war as many bib-
lical prophecies have fore-
told us (Eze. 38-39; Joel 3; 
Matt. 24:6-7; Rev. 9; 16:12-
16). Believers, however, 
should keep in mind that 
everything happens accor-
ding to the Scripture, and 
these frightening events 
are sounds of the coming 
Messiah´s steps. We may 
dwell in the shelter of the 
Most High even in the mid-
dle of the end time storms 
(Ps. 91).

Natural phenomena in the 
sky and on the earth

”He stood and measured 
the earth; He looked and 
startled the nations; the an-
cient mountains crumbled; 
the perpetual hills collap-
sed. His ways are everlas-
ting. I saw the tents of Cus-
han in distress; the curtains 
of Midian were trembling. 
Were You angry at the ri-
vers, O LORD? Was Your 
wrath against the streams? 
Did You rage against the 
sea when You rode on Your 
horses, on Your chariots of 
salvation? You brandished 
Your bow; 
You called for many arrows. 
Selah. You split the earth 
with rivers. The mountains 
saw You and quaked; tor-
rents of water swept by. 
The deep roared with its 
voice and lifted its hands 
on high. Sun and moon 

stood still in their places 
at the flash of Your flying 
arrows, at the brightness 
of Your shining spear” (Ha-
bakkuk 3:6-11).

The prophet Habakkuk´s 
message tells us about 
huge natural disasters in 
the sky and on the earth. 
Montains will crumble, 
perpetual hills will collapse. 
The earth will be rather flat 
and Mount Zion will be the 
highest mountain on earth 
in the thousand year King-
dom of the Messiah (Rev. 
6:12; 16:17-21; Isa. 2:1-4; 
Mic. 4:1-4). 

The sun and the moon, as 
well as other heavenly bo-
dies, will have their share 
of shaking (Rev. 6-7; Joel 
3:15; Isa. 24; Luke 21:25). 
All kinds of natural disas-
ters in the sky and on the 
earth will happen in con-
nection with the Messiah´s 
coming. 
All these disasters, as frigh-
tening as they may be, are 
also sounds of the steps of 
the coming Messiah.

The Messiah will come ac-
cording to God´s timetable 

 ”I will stand at my guard 
post and station myself on 
the ramparts. I will watch 
to see what He will say to 
me, and how I should ans-
wer when corrected. Then 
the LORD answered me: 
”Write down this vision 
and clearly inscribe it on 
tablets, so that a herald 
may run with it. For the vi-
sion awaits an appointed 
time; it testifies of the end 

and does not lie. 
Though it lingers, wait for 
it, since it will surely come 
and will not delay.  Look at 
the proud one; his soul is 
not upright, but the righ-
teous will live by faith”
(Habakkuk 2:1-4).

 ”Yet I will exult in the 
LORD; I will rejoice in the 
God of my salvation! GOD 
the Lord is my strength; He 
makes my feet like those of 
a deer; He makes me walk 
upon the heights” 
(Habakkuk 3:18,19).

The apostle Paul quotes 
Habakkuk´s statement ”the 
righteous will live by faith” 
(Rom. 1:17). 

In his letter to the Romans, 
Paul includes this state-
ment in his theological 
pondering to prove that we 
are saved by faith and not 
by works (Rom. 3:19-31). 
This is one of the greatest 
truths in the Bible.

In its context, however, 
this text of the prophet 
Habakkuk is related to the 
Messiah´s coming, as well 
as to the question if the 
Messiah will come in time 
or if He will be late and 
miss the appointed time. 

Yeshua told a parable about 
ten virgins, who were wai-
ting for the bridegroom to 
come and take them to the 
wedding banquet (Matt. 
25:1-13). 
All bridesmaids,wise and 
foolish alike, fell asleep be-
cause the bridegroom was 
a long time in coming. The 

sudden arrival of the bride-
groom took them by surpri-
se. 
The foolish bridesmaids did 
not make it to the wedding 
because they had not taken 
enough oil for their lamps. 
Yeshua ends this parable 
admonishing us to keep 
watch, pray, and await His 
coming in faith.

The prophet Habakkuk´s 
message is connected to 
this parable. Even if the 
Messiah´s coming seems 
to linger, He won´t be late. 
He is sure to come, and He 
will come in time, without 
delay. 

The Messiah will come 
exactly on the day God 
has chosen for His coming 
(Matt. 24:36-37). 
Habakkuk urges us to wait 
for the Messiah´s coming in 
faith. 
As we are now living 
through distressing times, 
let us stay alert and pray 
while expecting our Mes-
siah to come. While lon-
ging for His coming we may 
live by our faith, which God 
granted us when we belie-
ved in Yeshua the Messiah 
as our Saviour and Lord. 

If you do not yet know 
Yeshua as your Saviour and 
Lord, please leave your life 
in His hands and ask Him 
to come into your heart. 
He will give us future and 
hope, and we may worship 
and praise the Lord like Ha-
bakkuk while waiting for 
Him to come and take us to 
Him at His coming 
(1 Thes. 4:13-18).
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